
Tuesday, September 25, 2018

A Tour through Genesis 1 to 11 

Sources: "Unlocking the Bible" video series by 
David Pawson; "The Pentateuch as Narrative" by 
John Sailhamer; "The Lost World of Genesis 
One" by John Walton; "Introduction to the 
Hebrew Bible" by Tim Mackie; several podcast, 
lectures, and interviews from Tim Mackie, John 
Walton, Michael Heiser; Blueletterbible.org

- Rules for Interpretation 

• Good Historiography 


- When you visit another country, you try and learn 
their language and customs


• be a good tourist


• Written to a specific people. time, and place


• All ancient texts written for a reason


- paper expensive


- usually to curry favor with a patron


- leaves out details unimportant to the patron


• expensive, scribal class, patronage


• Only what is important to the story God is telling


- Tools you'll need to be a good tourist


• Bring a notepad and a pen


- hand writing notes helps you remember


• This is God's Story that crescendos in Jesus, it isn't 
about you


- you visit a foreign country to eat McDonald's and 
watch Netflix.
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• you go to eat their food, to see their culture and 

sights 

- Bible 

• Collection of Books


- from latin biblia, plural for books


• Like a library


- Bede's library was 200 books


- you have 1/3 of the books of the largest library 
from the medieval age in your bible


- Must be treated as such


• Brilliant writers


- Narrative (comprises 43 percent of the Bible)


- Poetry (comprises 33 percent of the Bible)


- Discourse (comprises 24 percent of the Bible)


• God is weaving a narrative through his anthology of 
books


- leitmotif


• star wars, LOTR


• Minority Report from a fundamentalist group of 
outsiders


- Wife of Yahweh?


• Archeology has shown that for many of the 
Israelites during the OT, they were polytheistic


• But isn't that EXACTLY what the prophets and the 
OT says? That's kinda the point of many of those 
books


• OT Specifically is Hebrew Meditation Literature


- [Jos 1:8 ESV] 8 This Book of the Law shall not 
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depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it 
day and night, so that you may be careful to do 
according to all that is written in it. For then you will 
make your way prosperous, and then you will have 
good success.


• Meditate literally means "to mutter to one's self"


• Not just religion, but entertainment and cultural 
touchstone


• We talked about avenger endgame, they talked 
about what their elder or priest talked about the 
night before. 


• We Americans read the bible like we are woof-ing 
down a Big Mac on a lunch break


- the bible is meant to be enjoyed like a good 
steak


- "Once for your head, twice for your heart" - 
Pastor Kasey


- OT Divisions 

• Modern


- Pentateuch 


• first five books aka books of moses


- History


• 12 books arranged chronologically


- Poetry and Wisdom


• 5 books chrono.


- Major Prophets


• 5 books chrono.


- Minor Prophets


• 12 books chrono.
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• Rabbinical tradition TANAKH


- The Law (5 Books) Torah aka Instruction


• Genesis


• Exodus


• Leviticus


• Numbers


• Deuteronomy


- Nebhiim


• (Former Prophets) Nevi'im Rishonim


- Joshua


- Judges


- Samuel


- Kings


• (Latter Prophets) Nevi'im Aharonim


- Isaiah


- Jeremiah


- Ezekiel


- The Twelve


- Kethubiim	 	 


• The Writings (11 Books)


- Poetical Books


- Psalms


- Proverbs


- Job


• Five Rolls


- Song of Songs	 
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- Ruth	 


- Lamentations	 


- Esther	 


- Ecclesiastes


• Historical Books


- Daniel


- Ezra-Nehemiah


- Chronicles


- Kethubiim considered a little less authoritative


- Translation and Transcribing 

• Orally passed down for the more ancient material


- Various written forms (Joshua 8, 2 Kings 22)


- Compiled during the Exile


• Written mainly in Hebrew with parts of Ezekiel and 
Daniel in Aramaic 


• Around 200bc translated into Greek for the hellenized 
Jewish Diaspora


- in Alexandria


- called Septuagint


• what the NT writers used and quoted


• Masoretic is another major source text


- Masorites were nuts!


- memorized number of letters and vowels on a page


- YHWH meant new pen and ink


- If one mistake was found, whole page was burned


• Dead Sea Scrolls 
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- discovered in 1947 in Qumran


- dated to 125bc


- Isaiah 53 comparison


• believed to have been added by christian monks


• 166 words in the chapter


• 17 letters in question


• 10 letters are spelling errors


• 4 stylistic changes (conjunctions)


• 3 unaccounted letters


- spell "light" in verse 11 and does not change 
the meaning of the sentence


• Showed our OT to be 95% accurate


- Interpreting Genesis 

• I do, you watch. I do, you help.


• Genesis is the most important book in OT


- frames the rest of the Bible and the Gospels


• If you don't get chapters 1 to 11 you don't get the 
bible


- NT Wright says if you don't understand chapters 1 
to 3, you will never understand Paul


- because the bible is largely derivative


• ancient history to our ancient history


- Last line of Genesis to first line of Exodus is 
400yr gap


• Thats John Smith and Pocahontas to us.


• Notes:


- Time decompresses through the book
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• millennia to centuries to decades


- God's focus


• Creation to Humanity to Nation to Family


- what does this say about Him? 

• Roughly divides into 1-11 and 12-50


- can anyone name the patriarchs?


• When you see poetry or prose, stop and pay 
attention!!


• Cosmology informs theology


- the way in which you conceive of the universe 
influences how you picture God 


• Bible is not written to a Modern Post-Enlightenment 
Rationalist Western European audience


- We cannot approach this book as a text book with 
the answers for life, universe and everything


• It is a NARRATIVE telling the story of God and 
mankind's broken relationship and God's plan to 
redeem it


- Pot of boiling water analogy - two ways to answer 
the question


• the bible answer with "for a cup of tea"


- their worldview, values, and cosmology will be 
different from ours


• EX: Think of the atom. 


- That isn't what it actually looks like, but it 
helps us understand what it does and how it 
works


- Chapter 1


• Sitting in a theater, giddy with excitement in 2001
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-  The world is changed. I feel it in the water. I feel it in 

the earth. I smell it in the air. Much that once was is 
lost, for none now live who remember it. It began 
with the forging of the Great Rings. Three were given 
to the Elves, immortal, wisest and fairest of all 
beings. Seven to the Dwarf lords, great miners and 
craftsmen of the mountain halls. And nine, nine rings 
were gifted to the race of men, who, above all else, 
desire power. But they were, all of them, deceived, 
for another Ring was made. In the land of Mordor, in 
the fires of Mount Doom, the Dark Lord Sauron 
forged in secret a master Ring, to control all others. 
And into this Ring he poured his cruelty, his malice 
and his will to dominate all life. One Ring to rule them 
all.


• Most simplistic grammar and vocab easy to translate


• [Gen 1:1 NASB] 1 In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth.


- Hebrew "beginning" does not mean "at the very first 
point in time ever"


• more appropriately translated at "when everything 
was just beginning"


- God is plural "Elohim"


• verbs are singular


• Image of the trinity?


- creating in your mind a category for God being 
Himself but also distinct from Himself


- Detach from modernist reading


• Earth is not the globe - it means the land under 
your feet


• Heavens does not mean galaxies and stars - it 
means the skies above
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- so, "When everything was beginning, God created 

the land and skies..."


- Chiastic structure of Gen 1:1


• explain chiasmus


- Like an Archway


- Example from John13:36-14:5

A   Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, where are You going?”   
(v13:36A)  where are you going?


B   Jesus answered, “Where I go, you cannot follow Me 
now; but you will follow later.”   (v13:36B)  you will go 
later, not now


C   Peter said to Him, “Lord, why can I not follow 
You right now? I will lay down my life for You.”  
(v13:37)  Peter said he will lay down his life for 
Jesus


D   Jesus answered, “Will you lay down 
your life for Me? Truly, truly, I say to you, a 
rooster will not crow until you deny Me 
three times.  (v13:38)  Peter will deny Christ 
three times


X “Do not let your heart be 
troubled; believe in God, believe 
also in Me.  (v14:1)  believe in God 
and Me


D′ In My Father’s house are many dwelling 
places; if it were not so, I would have told 
you; for I go to prepare a place for you.  
(v14:2)  Jesus will not deny but prepare a 
place to dwell (in our hearts)


C′ If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, 
there you may be also.  (v14:3)  Jesus will lay 
down His life so you will be with Me


B′ And you know the way where I am going.”  (v14:4)  you 
know where I go


A′ Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are 
going, how do we know the way?”  (v14:5)  where are you going?


- In the A and A′ elements, Peter and Thomas ask 
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where He is going


- For the B and B′ elements, Jesus told Peter he 
would follow him to the place He is going — he 
knows the way


- In the C and C′ verses, Peter said he would lay 
down his life for Jesus; likewise Jesus would 
prepare a place by laying down His life


- The D and D′ elements contend that Peter will 
deny Christ three times but Jesus will not deny 
Peter for He is to build a dwelling place


- The X center point is an emphatic command to 
believe in both God and Jesus Christ


• the middle word is Eth, the first and last letter of 
Hebrew alphabet


• [Gen 1:2 NASB] 2 The earth was formless and void, and 
darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the 
Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the 
waters.


- tohu va vohu - wild and waste


- unproductive, useless, chaotic


- Ancients valued order


• put yourself in their shoes, what good is all the 
land if there are wild beasts and no one has 
tamed it to produce food?


- Spirit of God first mentioned


• Ruach - hebrew for spirit. Also means wind, breath, 
spirit


- say "pop" with your hand in front of your mouth


• Expands on the previous category by showing the 
Spirit of God as an active character


- what is He doing? what insight into His role does 
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this give? 

- He is the active creative force in the world.


• hovering over the deep waters


- chaotic primeval waters


• oceans typically call back to the state of 
tohu va vohu because they cannot be 
ordered like the land can, they are always 
chaotic and wild


• [Gen 1:3-5 NASB] 3 Then God said, "Let there be 
light"; and there was light. 4 God saw that the light 
was good; and God separated the light from the 
darkness. 5 God called the light day, and the 
darkness He called night. And there was evening and 
there was morning, one day.


- God brings Light into to the world and establishes 
the passage of time in the day into night


- Establishes the pattern by which the creation 
account will continue, so look closely at HOW 
things are said in addition to WHAT is said.


- God speaks.


• [Jhn 1:1-3 ESV] 1 In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All 
things were made through him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made.


-  John uses the categories of Gen 1:2-3 to 
show the divinity of Christ.


• the WORD came from the FATHER by the 
SPIRIT (ruach)


- Ties the Gospel into the Creation narrative in 
one brilliant statement


- BAD TOURIST: big bang - everything was actually 
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light in the first pico-second of creation then 
energy condensed into matter and light separated 
from dark


• While this makes sense, this is making the books 
be modern and western when it is not.


• [Gen 1:6-8 NASB] 6 Then God said, "Let there be an 
expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate 
the waters from the waters." 7 God made the 
expanse, and separated the waters which were 
below the expanse from the waters which were 
above the expanse; and it was so. 8 God called the 
expanse heaven. And there was evening and there 
was morning, a second day.


- Firmament or Vault


• difficult for us to understand, but God was not 
trying to correct their cosmology


• Firmament kept the chaos waters trapped above 
and the land kept the rest contained in the 
oceans


• By God's power the state of tohu va vohu is kept 
at bay 


• [Gen 1:9-13 NASB] 9 Then God said, "Let the waters 
below the heavens be gathered into one place, and 
let the dry land appear"; and it was so. 10 God called 
the dry land earth, and the gathering of the waters He 
called seas; and God saw that it was good. 11 Then 
God said, "Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants 
yielding seed, [and] fruit trees on the earth bearing 
fruit after their kind with seed in them"; and it was so. 
12 The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding 
seed after their kind, and trees bearing fruit with seed 
in them, after their kind; and God saw that it was 
good. 13 There was evening and there was morning, 
a third day.
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- Double creation day!


• Mediate creation (God uses creation to create)


- plants introduce the idea of self-reproduction


• seems to imply that God wants his creation to 
have some form of autonomy or independence


- Motif or Theme: New Creation/Regenerated 
Creation out of water


• Noah in Gen 6, Red Sea Story in Exodus, 
Naaman in 2Ki 5, Israelites Cross Jordan River in 
Joshua, Baptism


• [Gen 1:14-19 NASB] 14 Then God said, "Let there be 
lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the 
day from the night, and let them be for signs and for 
seasons and for days and years; 15 and let them be 
for lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light 
on the earth"; and it was so. 16 God made the two 
great lights, the greater light to govern the day, and 
the lesser light to govern the night; [He made] the 
stars also. 17 God placed them in the expanse of the 
heavens to give light on the earth, 18 and to govern 
the day and the night, and to separate the light from 
the darkness; and God saw that it was good. 19 
There was evening and there was morning, a fourth 
day.


- the Greater and Lesser Lights were given to 
GOVERN the day and night


- Signs for seasons, days and years


- Sun, moon, and stars are less about light, 
photosynthesis, etc. to the hebrew mind and more 
about the passage of TIME


• [Gen 1:20-23 NASB] 20 Then God said, "Let the 
waters teem with swarms of living creatures, and let 
birds fly above the earth in the open expanse of the 
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heavens." 21 God created the great sea monsters 
and every living creature that moves, with which the 
waters swarmed after their kind, and every winged 
bird after its kind; and God saw that it was good. 22 
God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply, 
and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply 
on the earth." 23 There was evening and there was 
morning, a fifth day.


- v.22 is the first statement of God's blessing 
something


• what can we infer about what God thinks a 
blessing is?


• [Gen 1:24-26 NASB] 24 Then God said, "Let the earth 
bring forth living creatures after their kind: cattle and 
creeping things and beasts of the earth after their 
kind"; and it was so. 25 God made the beasts of the 
earth after their kind, and the cattle after their kind, 
and everything that creeps on the ground after its 
kind; and God saw that it was good. 26 Then God 
said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to 
Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the 
sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle 
and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing 
that creeps on the earth."


- Double creation day!


• Parallels of the days of creation (see chart below)


• [Gen 1:26-30 NASB] 26 Then God said, "Let Us make 
man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let 
them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth." 27 God created man in His own image, in the 
image of God He created him; male and female He 
created them.


- Bara orig. to cut
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• create 42, creator 3, choose 2


- vs 1,21,27


- Implies the use of hands. Same word used for a 
potter


- "Tselem" heb for "image" or "idol"


15

Structure of Hebrew statements that are in the 
7 days of creation narrative reveal a symmetry 
between the days.


Day 1 corresponds with Day 4

Day 2 corresponds with Day 5

Day 3 corresponds with Day 6

The correspondence reveals the relationship of 
Realm being created then the inhabitants of that 
realm being created.


Day 3 and 6 are unique in that they are days where 
autonomous reproduction is possible. These are the 
days when creation with creative capability are 
made.
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• think like a pagan convert


• sacrifice made to idols in temples to curry favor 
with the gods


• theological underpinnings of the social laws of 
the OT


• [Mat 25:34-40 NASB] 34 "Then the King will say 
to those on His right, 'Come, you who are 
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world. 35 'For I was hungry, and you gave Me 
[something] to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave 
Me [something] to drink; I was a stranger, and 
you invited Me in; 36 naked, and you clothed 
Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in 
prison, and you came to Me.' 37 "Then the 
righteous will answer Him, 'Lord, when did we 
see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give 
You [something] to drink? 38 'And when did we 
see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, 
and clothe You? 39 'When did we see You sick, 
or in prison, and come to You?' 40 "The King will 
answer and say to them, 'Truly I say to you, to 
the extent that you did it to one of these brothers 
of Mine, [even] the least [of them,] you did it to 
Me.'


- v. 27 is the first little verse or poem in the Bible


• General terms for mankind used.


- implying that ALL men AND women were 
created in God's image


- "It is a serious thing to live in a society of 
possible gods and goddesses, to remember 
that the dullest and most uninteresting person 
you talk to may one day be a creature which, if 
you saw it now, you would be strongly 
tempted to worship, or else a horror and a 
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corruption such as you now meet, if at all, only 
in a nightmare. All day long we are, in some 
degree, helping each other to one or other of 
these destinations." - CS Lewis


• [Gen 1:28-31 NASB] 28 God blessed them; and God 
said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea 
and over the birds of the sky and over every living 
thing that moves on the earth." 29 Then God said, 
"Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed 
that is on the surface of all the earth, and every tree 
which has fruit yielding seed; it shall be food for you; 
30 and to every beast of the earth and to every bird 
of the sky and to every thing that moves on the earth 
which has life, [I have given] every green plant for 
food"; and it was so. 31 God saw all that He had 
made, and behold, it was very good. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the sixth day.


- BAD TOURIST: W.K. Kellogg looked for something 
for himself. Looked to unlock "secret knowledge" 
to obtain long, healthy life. 


• Founded  Battle Creek Toasted Corn Flake 
Company, now known as Kellogg's


• Founded a health spa type place to recreate 
Eden to promote health and long life


- one attendant was C.W. Post who spied on the 
"corn flake machine" and then ran off and 
founded his own company Post Cereals aka 
General Foods


- v28-31 benediction, charge, blessing


• Power sharing God


• Innate in the image of God is rulership


• Our sacred mission is to spread God's order and 
rule over the earth and all that live there 
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- Chapter 2 

• [Gen 2:1-3 NASB] 1 Thus the heavens and the earth 
were completed, and all their hosts. 2 By the seventh 
day God completed His work which He had done, 
and He rested on the seventh day from all His work 
which He had done. 3 Then God blessed the seventh 
day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all 
His work which God had created and made.


• First sabbath


- only centuries later did God explain and command 
the Sabbath


- Shabbat = ceasing or stopping


• Conclusion of the creation narrative


- who divided it like this?!?!


• What reoccurring themes and motifs did you see? 

- order from chaos


• "wilderness"


- God shares authority


• SEVENS!


- Hebrew language uses root consonant systems


• sabbath, seven, completion/perfection all from 
same root


- 7 days of creation


- 7 good statements


- 7 hebrew words in v1, 14 hebrew words in v2, 7th 
day portion has 21 hebrew words


• 1,000ft. view


- ANE Temple Ceremony


• Enuma Elish is the creation/heroic epic of the 

18



Tuesday, September 25, 2018
babylonian god Marduk


• Based around 7 speeches or rituals - each 
corresponds to a facet of construction or 
function of the temple to Marduk


• Presence of idol = presence of the god


• Gen 1 is a rebuke to the other ANE cultures 
around them


- Tabernacle, 1st Temple seven speeches and seven 
phases of construction


• Gen 1:1-2:3 is the prologue to the rest of the bible


• [Gen 2:4-9 NASB] 4 This is the account of the 
heavens and the earth when they were created, in the 
day that the LORD God made earth and heaven. 5 
Now no shrub of the field was yet in the earth, and no 
plant of the field had yet sprouted, for the LORD God 
had not sent rain upon the earth, and there was no 
man to cultivate the ground. 6 But a mist used to rise 
from the earth and water the whole surface of the 
ground. 7 Then the LORD God formed man of dust 
from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life; and man became a living being. 8 The 
LORD God planted a garden toward the east, in 
Eden; and there He placed the man whom He had 
formed. 9 Out of the ground the LORD God caused 
to grow every tree that is pleasing to the sight and 
good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the 
garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil.


- Compare the two creation accounts in Ch1 and 
Ch2 

• what can we learn? 

• what do you think the author is doing? 

• Rabbinical tradition of repetition? A recap?
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• Exposition on Day 6 of creation?


• for sure it is the opening of a new movement in 
the narrative


- BAD TOURIST: Look in your Bibles at the all-caps 
LORD


• LORD is actually what is called the 
tetragrammaton


- It is the four Hebrew consonants that make up 
Gods name; YHWH


- It is God's name that he gives himself


• It isn't until Exodus that we discover how we 
learned this name


- Moses asks, "Who shall I say sent me?" God 
responds with, "Ehyeh"


• hebrew for "I will be"


- infinitive form is Hayah - I exist


- God tells Moses to say "Yahweh" which is "He 
will be"


• This became so sacred to the Hebrews that you 
were not even supposed to say it out loud, so 
they would substitute the hebrew word Adonay 
which is "lord"


• In their zeal to keep people from blaspheming by 
saying "Yahweh" they used a function of the 
hebrew language


- no vowels, only vowel markers


- used YHWH consonants from YaHWeH and 
the vowels of AdOnAy to create a new "safe" 
word, Yahowah


• Later monks and scribes, not knowing this, 
transliterated it into latin as Jehovah (latin has 
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their v's and w's but wrote them the same and 
Hebrew only has w's)


• That is why in english we have Yahweh, Yehovah, 
Jehovah


• But let's drive this concept home


- [Phl 2:5-11 NASB] 5 Have this attitude in 
yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 
who, although He existed in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the 
form of a bond-servant, [and] being made in 
the likeness of men. 8 Being found in 
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross. 9 For this reason also, God 
highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the 
name which is above every name, 10 so that 
at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL 
BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue 
will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.


- Greek Septuagint translated YHWH as kyrios 
which is literally "lord"


• see ancient Rome's slogan "kyrios kaiser" 
Ceaser is lord


- So Paul, to the Greeks was removing the idol 
of the state worship of Ceaser as a living God 
and to the Jew was making the claim that 
Jesus is YHWH


- The intentional statement pointing out the absence 
of the concept of rain is setting up things to come


- Eden comes form the Hebrew word for "delight"


- Introduction to the tree of knowledge of good and 
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evil (tov and ra') and Tree of Life


• evil is a tricky translation for Hebrew Ra'


- As adjective : 1. bad, disagreeable, malignant, 
2. bad, unpleasant, evil (giving pain, 
unhappiness, misery), 3. evil, displeasing


- As a noun, it's primary meaning is evil, misery, 
distress


• Midst of garden in Hebrew is more of a central 
location than the english translation warrants


- Later biblical interpretation has the two trees 
next to each other in the middle of the garden


- Implying, you had to pass one to get to the 
other


• [Gen 2:10-14 NASB] 10 Now a river flowed out of 
Eden to water the garden; and from there it divided 
and became four rivers. 11 The name of the first is 
Pishon; it flows around the whole land of Havilah, 
where there is gold. 12 The gold of that land is good; 
the bdellium and the onyx stone are there. 13 The 
name of the second river is Gihon; it flows around the 
whole land of Cush. 14 The name of the third river is 
Tigris; it flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is 
the Euphrates.


- Gardens are primarily defined by two qualities: 
Beauty and Utility


• what other words come to your mind when you 
think of a garden? 

• Lets look at the Sermon on the Mount in Matt 5


- No anger in your heart - gardens are places of 
peace


- give your cloak - gardens are places of 
abundance
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- no adultery - gardens satisfy you and content 

you


- Forgive - the garden has no strife


- love your enemies - gardens are places of 
tranquility


- do you feel purposeless? - gardens are places 
of utility


- Pishon (North), Gihon (South), Tigris and Euphrates 
(E&W)


• The headwaters of a river determine the 
composition of the river


• Rivers represent the 4 cardinal directions 
implying that their source (Eden) was supposed 
to spread to the whole world


• What was the first blessing to living beings and 
mankind that God pronounced? 

• [Gen 2:15-17 NASB] 15 Then the LORD God took the 
man and put him into the garden of Eden to cultivate 
it and keep it. 16 The LORD God commanded the 
man, saying, "From any tree of the garden you may 
eat freely; 17 but from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you 
eat from it you will surely die."


- "cultivate and keep"


• cultivate = "work, serve 80%"


- work is not punishment, it existed before the 
Fall


• more examples of God sharing his authority and 
power with man


• this is levitical language that also is used in Ex 
3:12, Nu 3:7-10, 8:15 to describe priestly jobs
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• the garden is the temple


• character is developed not created


- Obedience first, understanding later


• [Gen 2:18-25 NASB] 18 Then the LORD God said, "It 
is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a 
helper suitable for him." 19 Out of the ground the 
LORD God formed every beast of the field and every 
bird of the sky, and brought [them] to the man to see 
what he would call them; and whatever the man 
called a living creature, that was its name. 20 The 
man gave names to all the cattle, and to the birds of 
the sky, and to every beast of the field, but for Adam 
there was not found a helper suitable for him. 21 So 
the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the 
man, and he slept; then He took one of his ribs and 
closed up the flesh at that place. 22 The LORD God 
fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken 
from the man, and brought her to the man. 23 The 
man said, "This is now bone of my bones, And flesh 
of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she 
was taken out of Man." 24 For this reason a man 
shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to 
his wife; and they shall become one flesh. 25 And the 
man and his wife were both naked and were not 
ashamed.


- made for relationships


• Isolation = Insanity (not good for man to be 
alone)


- Adam is given a job, to name all the animals


• he also needed to recognize that he had a NEED 
for Eve


- Along comes Eve


• Rib is a very poetic and expressive way of 
translating the word tsela
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- what other hebrew word does that sound like?


- it means a whole side, used to describe an 
anterior room of a building, up to a half of 
something


• we are incomplete without each other 

• Ezer - rescuer (19 or 21 times God to Israel)


- first marriage (law of first mention)


• family unit is linked with the conditions, 
requirements, and blessings of Eden


- Naked and Unashamed


• represents a state of innocence and vulnerability 
to one another and the world around them


• [Mat 18:3 NASB] 3 "Truly I say to you, unless you 
are converted and become like children, you will 
not enter the kingdom of heaven.


• 1,000ft View


- There are two places where God assigns a task to 
the humans in the Garden


• Gen 1:28 - to rule over every living thing


- kingly language


• Gen 2:15 - to work and keep the garden


- priestly language


• So now we can get a clearer understanding of 
what the divine intention for humanity was, to be 
Priest-Kings over all the Earth


• Who else is described this way? 

- What motifs and themes did you find? 

• where else in the bible do you see them repeated 
or developed? 
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- What themes or motifs carried over from the earlier 

part of the narrative? 

- Chapter 3


• Why the trees?


- BAD TOURIST: I had a conversation with an atheist 
kid once on campus in Huntsville and he was 
asked, "Why would God put something in the 
garden that he knew would kill them?"


• He assumed that the Tree of the Knowledge of 
Good and Evil was like having lines of cocaine 
on the counter of the welcome center of the 
church with a sign saying "do not snort"


• What lessons and themes from the previous parts 
of the story can we apply here to be good 
tourists? 

- God's creation has a progressive process, first 
was the vault to make room for the living 
creatures, then came the place, then came the 
inhabitants 

- Adam and Eve already know "good and evil" 
i.e. obedience to God's command 

• it is interesting that the whole point of the 
bible is knowing what is good and what is 
evil 

- One tree is the source of life, represents God's 
presence and wisdom and life


• [Jhn 15:1, 4-6 NASB] 1 "I am the true vine, and 
My Father is the vinedresser. ... 4 "Abide in Me, 
and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither [can] 
you unless you abide in Me. 5 "I am the vine, you 
are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in 
him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you 
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can do nothing. 6 "If anyone does not abide in 
Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; 
and they gather them, and cast them into the fire 
and they are burned.


- The other represents the foundational thought of 
Pride - that you know better what is good and what 
is bad.


- love is a choice and necessitates and option


• [Gen 3:1-7 NASB] 1 Now the serpent was more crafty 
than any beast of the field which the LORD God had 
made. And he said to the woman, "Indeed, has God 
said, 'You shall not eat from any tree of the garden'?" 
2 The woman said to the serpent, "From the fruit of 
the trees of the garden we may eat; 3 but from the 
fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, 
God has said, 'You shall not eat from it or touch it, or 
you will die.'" 4 The serpent said to the woman, "You 
surely will not die! 5 "For God knows that in the day 
you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will 
be like God, knowing good and evil." 6 When the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that 
it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was 
desirable to make [one] wise, she took from its fruit 
and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, 
and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked; and 
they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves 
loin coverings.


- The Serpent


• called crafty, hebrew "arum"


- most commonly used in Proverbs as "prudent" 
or "wise"


- not necessarily a negative trait


• the implication is that they were not satisfied 
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with what God had given them, they 
knowledge of "good" and wisdom, but it 
wasn't enough for them


- We are introduced to the idea that they desired 
wisdom and so sought out the most wise 
creature around...the serpent


- What qualities of a garden do you see the first 
man and woman becoming dissatisfied with? 

•  Let's talk about the serpent character. If he is 
not explicitly named as Satan, then why do we 
think of him as a divine being?


- HEBREW GRAMMAR! N-CH-SH


• depending on vowels, serpent (nachash), 
diviner/deceiver, shining one


- Shining One (nechosheth) is used in Dan 
10:6, Ez 1:7


• Common word for "serpent" was seraph


- word used in bronze serpent story of 
Numbers 21


- you may have heard of it's plural form 
"seraphim" as seen in Isa 6


• So both words for serpent in Hebrew have 
spiritual connotations


• Parallel Accounts:


28



Tuesday, September 25, 2018

- Distorted God's commands


Eve adds to the command that God gave her


- This is one of the primary accusations that Jesus 
levels at the Pharisees


• Matt 15:1-9, 23:1-39, lots more


• God means what He says


- "You will be like God"


• Goal all along! Gen 1:27


• No shortcuts on character! (major theme!)


- godly in an ungodly way


• Judas and the 2nd Temple idea of the Messiah


• They became like God not in wisdom or 
power, but in assuming the position of Judge 
of what is wrong, but lacked the wisdom 
necessary to make those decisions.


Gen 3:1-19 Ez. 28:12-19 Isa. 14:12-20

Divine Setting Divine Setting Divine Setting

Spiritual Being 
Speaks

Spiritual Being 
Speaks

Spiritual Being 
Speaks

Crafty, Serpentine, 
Shining

Wise, Shining 
(covered in gems), 
Serpentine? 

Star, Shining

Crawl, Cast Down, 
Eat Dust

Cast Down, Turned to 
Ashes

Cast Down to Sheol

Will be Defeated Humiliated Humiliated

Gen 2:16-17 Gen 3:2-3

 The LORD God commanded the 
man, saying, "From any tree of 
the garden you may eat freely;  
but from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you 
shall not eat, for in the day that 
you eat from it you will surely die."

The woman said to the serpent, 
"From the fruit of the trees of the 
garden we may eat; but from the 
fruit of the tree which is in the 
middle of the garden, God has 
said, 'You shall not eat from it or 
touch it, or you will die.'"
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- Reasoned apart from God


• [Gen 3:6 NASB] 6 When the woman saw that the 
tree was good for food, and that it was a delight 
to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to 
make [one] wise, she took from its fruit and ate; 
and she gave also to her husband with her, and 
he ate.


• First time something is proclaimed good by 
someone other than God


- "However, a narrative clue already points to 
the woman's assuming God's role of "knowing 
the good" even before she ate of the fruit - 
that is, the description of the woman's 
thoughts in the last moments before the Fall. 
The narrative states that the woman "saw the 
tree was good" (3:6). Up until now in the 
narrative, the expression "and he saw that it 
was good" has been used only of God. Now, 
instead of God, it is the woman who "saw that 
it was good." Precisely at this point the author 
raises the issue of becoming "wise": "And the 
woman saw that the tree was...also desirable 
for gaining wisdom" (3:6). Thus, the temptation 
is not presented as a general rebellion from 
God's authority. Rather, it is portrayed as a 
quest for wisdom and "the good" apart from 
God's provision." - John Sailhamer


• Look -- Desire -- Take


- Gen 6:1-2, Deut 21:11 (Forced Marriage of 
Captive Women)


• [Jas 1:13-15 NASB] 13 Let no one say when 
he is tempted, "I am being tempted by 
God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, 
and He Himself does not tempt anyone. 14 
But each one is tempted when he is carried 
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away and enticed by his own lust. 15 Then 
when lust has conceived, it gives birth to 
sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings 
forth death.


• "Delight to the eyes"


- [Jdg 21:25 NASB] 25 In those days there was 
no king in Israel; everyone did what was right 
in his own eyes.


• "Desirable to make one wise"


- The Devil can only take things that exist and 
pervert them


• [Pro 1:1-7 NASB] 1 The proverbs of 
Solomon the son of David, king of Israel: 2 
To know wisdom and instruction, To discern 
the sayings of understanding, 3 To receive 
instruction in wise behavior, Righteousness, 
justice and equity; 4 To give prudence to the 
naive, To the youth knowledge and 
discretion, 5 A wise man will hear and 
increase in learning, And a man of 
understanding will acquire wise counsel, 6 
To understand a proverb and a figure, The 
words of the wise and their riddles. 7 The 
fear of the LORD is the beginning of 
knowledge; Fools despise wisdom and 
instruction.


• the desire for wisdom is not wrong!


• When I have a fire in my fireplace, it is good 
and warms my home, but if I have a fire on 
my carpet, I am in a very bad spot!


- One of the things that the Early Church had 
you repent of was your good things


- Hebrew implies that Adam was RIGHT THERE
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• the "you"s are "y'all"s


• neglected responsibility


- [Gen 3:7 NASB] 7 Then the eyes of both of them 
were opened, and they knew that they were naked; 
and they sewed fig leaves together and made 
themselves loin coverings.


• first time man was the standard for his own 
reasoning 

- I can make a cover for myself

• Humanism - man is the motive, center, and 
standard of all things

• Fig Tree

- The fig is the third tree mentioned in the Bible

- Can have fruit with no leaves and leaves and 
flowers with no fruit

• Chinese for Fig literally translates to "fruit 
with no flower"

• Custance says the Fig represents the 
religious history of a nation or people

- Their state of innocence is lost and they use 
Fig leaves to compensate for their lack

• they perform work and act out of their own 
reasoning to make up for their flaws and 
failures

- [Mar 11:12-14, 20-21 NASB] 12 On the next 
day, when they had left Bethany, He became 
hungry. 13 Seeing at a distance a fig tree in 
leaf, He went [to see] if perhaps He would find 
anything on it; and when He came to it, He 
found nothing but leaves, for it was not the 
season for figs. 14 He said to it, "May no one 
ever eat fruit from you again!" And His disciples 
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were listening. ... 20 As they were passing by 
in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered 
from the roots [up.] 21 Being reminded, Peter 
said to Him, "Rabbi, look, the fig tree which You 
cursed has withered."

• This occurs before and after the clearing of 
the temple story in Mark

- What is Mark trying to help us see?

- Since Adam and Eve already knew "good" from 
God's provision and declaration, the only thing left 
for them to learn was of the "bad" (ra')


• upon eating the fruit, the knowledge that they 
gained was how UNLIKE God they had become 
and how UNLIKE one another they were. So, 
they covered themselves in a woven apron of fig 
leaves.


- "...they sought wisdom but found only vanity 
and toil..." - John Sailhamer


• [Gen 3:8-13 NASB] 8 They heard the sound of the 
LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the 
day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from 
the presence of the LORD God among the trees of 
the garden. 9 Then the LORD God called to the man, 
and said to him, "Where are you?" 10 He said, "I 
heard the sound of You in the garden, and I was 
afraid because I was naked; so I hid myself." 11 And 
He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have 
you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you 
not to eat?" 12 The man said, "The woman whom 
You gave [to be] with me, she gave me from the tree, 
and I ate." 13 Then the LORD God said to the 
woman, "What is this you have done?" And the 
woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate."


- "...sound of the LORD..."
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• sound is more commonly translated as "voice"


- i.e. thunder is the "voice of thunder"


- it appears repeatedly in the Pentateuch as a 
call to obedience by God


• Ex 20:18-21 the Israelites heard the "sound 
of the LORD God" at Sinai


• foreshadows a disobedient people's 
response to their Creator's call for them 
back into obedience and relationship.


- "...cool of the day..." is rendered various ways


• literally "at the wind of the day"


- brings to mind Job 38:1 when God answers 
Job from a whirlwind


• Where else can you think of God appearing 
out of a wind? 

• Does this tie into the Ruach idea introduced 
in Gen 1:2? 

- "Where are you?"


• God knew exactly where they were, they were 
the ones who were lost


- Blame shifting!


• Adam tries dodging responsibility


- Eve was deceived, but it does not state that 
Adam was


• if knowledge equals responsibility, then who 
is the more guilty of the two? 

• Aaron in Exodus


- [Exo 32:4, 24 NASB] 4 (Aaron) took [this] from 
their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool 
and made it into a molten calf; and they said, 

34



Tuesday, September 25, 2018
"This is your god, O Israel, who brought you 
up from the land of Egypt." ... 24 "I said to 
them, 'Whoever has any gold, let them tear it 
off.' So they gave [it] to me, and I threw it into 
the fire, and out came this calf."


• [Gen 3:14-15 NASB] 14 The LORD God said to the 
serpent, "Because you have done this, Cursed are 
you more than all cattle, And more than every beast 
of the field; On your belly you will go, And dust you 
will eat All the days of your life; 15 And I will put 
enmity Between you and the woman, And between 
your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the 
head, And you shall bruise him on the heel."


- "Dust" is typically a metaphor for death, is there a 
better description of our enemy than one who 
feeds off of death?


- First Prophecy


• Finally, a glimmer of hope - The Seed of a 
Woman


• God promises to bring the answer to sin and 
rebellion through a woman


- God loves to use the tools of sin and 
wickedness against itself


• sin enters through a tree and exits through a 
tree


• deception entered through a woman, Truth 
entered through a woman


• Law of First Mention means that all prophecy 
should point to the restorative and redemptive 
story of God in humanity at large or in a person 
in particular


- God is saying that the two "seeds" will constantly 
be seeking to destroy one another, but ultimately 
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one of the other will succeed


• Pay attention to this prophecy, not just for the 
rest of the Bible, but in the next chapter! 

• [Gen 3:16 NASB] 16 To the woman He said, "I will 
greatly multiply Your pain in childbirth, In pain you will 
bring forth children; Yet your desire will be for your 
husband, And he will rule over you."


- BAD TOURIST: Kenneth Parcel from 30 Rock


•  In an episode when the wife of another 
character is going into labor and asks for drugs, 
he voices his disapproval of sedation during 
childbirth, by saying, "Drugs during childbirth? 
Isn't the whole point feeling God punish you?"


- See! God wants you to suffer!


• "Plain reading" is fine when the Bible is being 
plain, but when it is being poetic, it doesn't work


- When I was in CZR I learned smiling and 
greeting strangers on the street was not the 
norm, however it was MY norm because I'm a 
good Texan.


• Thats what "plain reading" can be like


- "...greatly multiply you pain..."


• pain here is a noun, but it's root is a verb that 
means sorrow or anxiety


- Woman is now in a fallen state, in a fallen 
world, and her sorrow is that she is now that 
she will conceive and birth children into a 
world of pain and sorrow


- Put a pin in this, we will see this come back 
later


• "...he will rule over you."
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- The woman's desire to follow God's original 

blessing to "be fruitful and multiply" will 
become a point of sorrow and anguish as now 
there is unfamiliarity between the husband and 
wife


- Her need for her husband to conceive makes 
her the more vulnerable of the two and 
conception becomes weaponized and a 
source of pain in the later narrative


• where she once was the "rescuer" for her 
husband, equal and necessary to one 
another in their roles as Priest-Kings of 
Eden, but now they will struggle to dominate 
one another.


• [Gen 3:17-19 NASB] 17 Then to Adam He said, 
"Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, 
and have eaten from the tree about which I 
commanded you, saying, 'You shall not eat from it'; 
Cursed is the ground because of you; In toil you will 
eat of it All the days of your life. 18 "Both thorns and 
thistles it shall grow for you; And you will eat the 
plants of the field; 19 By the sweat of your face You 
will eat bread, Till you return to the ground, Because 
from it you were taken; For you are dust, And to dust 
you shall return."


- Curse? Instead of being an independent concept, 
biblical curses are seen as the opposite of 
blessings


• So God's cursing of the ground is a removal of 
his blessing and favor


• What were the earlier concepts of blessings 
proclaimed by God? What would their opposites 
be? 

- Work was present in Eden (Gen 2:15, 19-20), but 
now that labor is no longer blessed by God
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• "painful toil" is the same word as Eve's judgement, 

anxiety, stress, anguish about providing for yourself 
and your family


• [1Ti 5:8 NASB] 8 But if anyone does not provide for 
his own, and especially for those of his household, 
he has denied the faith and is worse than an 
unbeliever


- There is almost a banality and pointlessness implied 
in the language of verse 19. Adam is divorced from 
God's original intention for his life, making his new 

future less meaningful and pointless by comparison.


• [Gen 3:20-21 NASB] 20 Now the man called his wife's 
name Eve, because she was the mother of all [the] 
living. 21 The LORD God made garments of skin for 
Adam and his wife, and clothed them.
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- The name of the woman is Eve, which means "life"


• it seems like an odd thing after such a harsh 
pronouncement


• Adam and Eve likely expected to die, just as God 
said, but saw that another died in their place and 
God forestalled their punishment.


• They saw that they had received mercy


- The first sacrifice?


• It cost a life to cover sin


• Rabbinical tradition is that the animal slain was a 
lamb


- [Jhn 1:29 NASB] 29 The next day he saw 
Jesus coming to him and said, "Behold, the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world!"


• Regardless it gave Adam and Eve a front row 
seat to the true cost of what they had done


- They did not immediately die, but 
SOMETHING did so that their sins would be 
covered


• [Gen 3:22-24 NASB] 22 Then the LORD God said, 
"Behold, the man has become like one of Us, 
knowing good and evil; and now, he might stretch out 
his hand, and take also from the tree of life, and eat, 
and live forever"-- 23 therefore the LORD God sent 
him out from the garden of Eden, to cultivate the 
ground from which he was taken. 24 So He drove the 
man out; and at the east of the garden of Eden He 
stationed the cherubim and the flaming sword which 
turned every direction to guard the way to the tree of 
life.


- God Banishes Adam and Eve
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• Why do you think he did that? 

- Punishment or Consequence?


• Adam and Eve chose a life outside of God's 
blessing of order, beauty, wisdom, and utility, so 
Adam and Eve were left with a world were those 
things were not


- no order, but chaos; no beauty, but toil; no 
wisdom, but madness; no utility, only futility


- After the fall, fire fell from heaven showing where 
God was and where man was not


• Tabernacle - fire, Lev. 9:24 


- sacrifice was made, fire fell


• Temple - Fire, 2 Chron 7:1


- sacrifice was made, fire fell


• Cavalry and Pentecost


- sacrifice was made, fire fell


• 1,000ft View


- This is THE CHAPTER that gets the plot and 
narrative of the Bible rolling. Humanity has already 
peaked and are now making their long, slow, and 
destructive decline from the lofty heights that God 
had placed them on.


• Our world is not how God intended it to be, 
everything is broken and yet He has promised to 
fix it.


- How does Genesis 3 present sin? 

- How does that differ from how you think of it?


- Chapter 4


• [Gen 4:1-2 NASB] 1 Now the man had relations with 
his wife Eve, and she conceived and gave birth to 
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Cain, and she said, "I have gotten a manchild with 
[the help of] the LORD." 2 Again, she gave birth to his 
brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of flocks, but 
Cain was a tiller of the ground.


- The first offspring!


• Does this count as the seed of the woman?


• Will one of these kids be the one to crush the 
snake?


- "I have gotten a child with the LORD"


• "have gotten" in hebrew is Qanah - to get, 
acquire, create, buy, possess


• "with" in hebrew can also mean nearness or 
equality


- [Exo 20:23 NASB] 23 'You shall not make 
[other gods] besides[H854] Me; gods of silver 
or gods of gold, you shall not make for 
yourselves.


• The idea is that Eve has arrogantly placed herself 
on the same level as God


- "I, like God, have made man"


- This was not an uncommon way of interpreting 
this for the Rabbinical Tradition


- YIKES! It doesn't seem that Eve learned 
humility!


• "You stink with pride." - Leonard Ravenhill


- Cain and Abel


• Cain's name (Qayin) comes from the verb Qanah, 
meaning possession or acquired


• Abel's name (Hebel) means breath or gentle 
breeze
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- Names are vitally important in ancient cultures, 

what do these names hint at about their 
characters?


• Primogeniture


- Practice of the oldest inheriting everything or a 
bigger portion


• think medieval nobility


• Abel was the shepherd, but Cain was the farmer


- Who was doing the work that their father had 
done? 

- Cain was the farmer, just like Adam. Plus he 
was the oldest and would have been the one 
to inherit all that the father had


• we shall see what God thinks of this


• [Gen 4:3-5 NASB] 3 So it came about in the course of 
time that Cain brought an offering to the LORD of the 
fruit of the ground. 4 Abel, on his part also brought of 
the firstlings of his flock and of their fat portions. And 
the LORD had regard for Abel and for his offering; 5 
but for Cain and for his offering He had no regard. So 
Cain became very angry and his countenance fell.


- First thing to note is that they are bringing offerings 
to the LORD at all


• This seems to be a continuation of the priestly 
roll of Adam and Eve


- Cain brought some fruit, Abel brought the first 
fruits.


• [Heb 11:4 NASB] 4 By faith Abel offered to God a 
better sacrifice than Cain, through which he 
obtained the testimony that he was righteous, 
God testifying about his gifts, and through faith, 
though he is dead, he still speaks.
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- The Bible is clear about WHY Abel's sacrifice 

was accepted and Cain's was not


• [Lev 2:14 NASB] 14 'Also if you bring a grain 
offering of early ripened things to the LORD, you 
shall bring fresh heads of grain roasted in the 
fire, grits of new growth, for the grain offering of 
your early ripened things.


- It wasn't the content of the offering as some 
have thought


- Grain was clearly acceptable as an offering, it 
was that it was not the first fruits


• Lack of gratitude


- Cain's actions seem to imply either an arrogance or 
lack of care


• I think it is arrogance because of the 
circumstances of his birth, his came, and his 
place in birth order


• "of course God will accept my offering, I'm the 
next to become his priest-king!" 


• [Gen 4:6-8 NASB] 6 Then the LORD said to Cain, 
"Why are you angry? And why has your countenance 
fallen? 7 "If you do well, will not [your countenance] 
be lifted up? And if you do not do well, sin is 
crouching at the door; and its desire is for you, but 
you must master it." 8 Cain told Abel his brother. And 
it came about when they were in the field, that Cain 
rose up against Abel his brother and killed him.


- God's statement to Cain seems to imply that he 
knew what the right thing to do and that he just 
wasn't doing it. 


- "Sin is crouching..."


• Minority position that sees "door" as "entrance" 
and the idea is that the first family would go to 
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the entrance of Eden and leave offerings there. 
Sin (or the tempter) would be there and tempt 
them.


- Does God's words mean that Cain will overcome 
sin and be the snake crusher? 

- Cain slays Abel


• Cain's reaction to God's rejection of his offering 
was to becoming angry at God and to hate his 
Brother


- Just like Gen 3


• Sin separates man from God and man from 
fellow man


• Why was Cain mad at Abel and God?


- reoccurrence of the theme from Gen 3 of man 
trying to attain God's blessings on their own 
terms


- Cain wanted God's approval on his terms


• [Gen 4:9-16 NASB] 9 Then the LORD said to Cain, 
"Where is Abel your brother?" And he said, "I do not 
know. Am I my brother's keeper?" 10 He said, "What 
have you done? The voice of your brother's blood is 
crying to Me from the ground. 11 "Now you are 
cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth 
to receive your brother's blood from your hand. 12 
"When you cultivate the ground, it will no longer yield 
its strength to you; you will be a vagrant and a 
wanderer on the earth." 13 Cain said to the LORD, 
"My punishment is too great to bear! 14 "Behold, You 
have driven me this day from the face of the ground; 
and from Your face I will be hidden, and I will be a 
vagrant and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever 
finds me will kill me." 15 So the LORD said to him, 
"Therefore whoever kills Cain, vengeance will be 
taken on him sevenfold." And the LORD appointed a 
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sign for Cain, so that no one finding him would slay 
him. 16 Then Cain went out from the presence of the 
LORD, and settled in the land of Nod, east of Eden.


- "Am I my brother's keeper?"


• The answer is yes


• [Eze 3:17-19 NASB] 17 "Son of man, I have 
appointed you a watchman to the house of 
Israel; whenever you hear a word from My 
mouth, warn them from Me. 18 "When I say to 
the wicked, 'You will surely die,' and you do not 
warn him or speak out to warn the wicked from 
his wicked way that he may live, that wicked 
man shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will 
require at your hand. 19 "Yet if you have warned 
the wicked and he does not turn from his 
wickedness or from his wicked way, he shall die 
in his iniquity; but you have delivered yourself.


• We are supposed to take responsibility for one 
another!


• When else did someone fail to take responsibility 
for another in the story so far?
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- Punishment or Consequences?


• Cain's stupidity when his reply to the Lord is "But 
now I'll die!"


• Cain violated and broke his family unit, so he lost 
his family


- Cain's fear is founded because he no longer has 
the protection of a community and a family 
which was paramount in that culture and in those 
times


• In other ancient cultures, like Greece, to be 
ostracized - or kicked out of the community, 
was a fate worse than death'


- Cain also brought shame on his family by 
murdering his brother


- The sign of Cain


• The Bible is vague as to what this actually is, but 
the word means sign, but could also be a sign in 
the sense of a miracle. The Bible is clear that this 
was something supernatural


- through history this has been theorized to be 
anything from a horn, tattoo, a pet dog, to black 
skin


• Within the Narrative, it is not important WHAT it is 
so much as THAT it exists


Adam and Eve Cain

Gen 3:9 "Where are you?" Gen 4:9 "Where is Abel..."

Gen 3:13 "What is this you have 
done?"

Gen 4:10 "What have you done?"

Gen 3:17 The ground is cursed Gen 4:12 The ground is cursed

Gen 3:24 Cast out to the east Gen 4:16 Cast out to the east
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- The sign of Cain, within the story of the Bible, 

is another example of God showing mercy


• Cain KNEW that his action deserved death


- [Lev 24:17, 19-20 NASB] 17 'If a man 
takes the life of any human being, he shall 
surely be put to death. ... 19 'If a man 
injures his neighbor, just as he has done, 
so it shall be done to him: 20 fracture for 
fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth; just 
as he has injured a man, so it shall be 
inflicted on him.


- Hammurabi's code and Cain's fear of 
reprisal would lead us to believe that the 
cultural code would demand justice in this 
way too


• But God gave Cain a special protection 
against this! Even though Cain, the first born 
of Adam and Eve, murdered his brother over 
what occurred during an act of fellowship 
and worship of God AFTER God had warned 
him about the growing sin of pride in his 
heart.


• [Gen 4:17-24 NASB] 17 Cain had relations with his 
wife and she conceived, and gave birth to Enoch; 
and he built a city, and called the name of the city 
Enoch, after the name of his son. 18 Now to Enoch 
was born Irad, and Irad became the father of 
Mehujael, and Mehujael became the father of 
Methushael, and Methushael became the father of 
Lamech. 19 Lamech took to himself two wives: the 
name of the one was Adah, and the name of the 
other, Zillah. 20 Adah gave birth to Jabal; he was the 
father of those who dwell in tents and [have] 
livestock. 21 His brother's name was Jubal; he was 
the father of all those who play the lyre and pipe. 22 
As for Zillah, she also gave birth to Tubal-cain, the 
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forger of all implements of bronze and iron; and the 
sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah. 23 Lamech said to 
his wives, "Adah and Zillah, Listen to my voice, You 
wives of Lamech, Give heed to my speech, For I have 
killed a man for wounding me; And a boy for striking 
me; 24 If Cain is avenged sevenfold, Then Lamech 
seventy-sevenfold."


- Who was Cain's wife? I'd tell you if I was Abel.


• It isn't important to God's story


- The city of Enoch is the first city mentioned in the 
Bible


- Cain's lineage shows development and hallmarks 
of civilization


• Jabal - husbandry, Jubal - music, Tubal-Cain - 
smithing; all elements necessary for "civilization"


• also shows brokenness 


- hurt people hurt people


- Lamech - 7th from Adam through Cain


• Culmination of all the flaws of we see in Cain


- shows lust and greed


- brags about killing a child, escalates violence


• Juxtaposed to God's response to violence


• Archetypal bad guy from the Bible


- [Mat 18:21-22 NASB] 21 Then Peter came and 
said to Him, "Lord, how often shall my brother 
sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven 
times?" 22 Jesus said to him, "I do not say to 
you, up to seven times, but up to seventy 
times seven.


• Does this change the way you understand 
Jesus in this passage? 
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• How far has man fallen in just these few verses!


- Gen 3:10 Adam shows remorse


- Gen 4:11 Cain shows no remorse


- Gen 4:23-24 Lamech brags and boasts about 
his sins


• [Gen 4:25-26 NASB] 25 Adam had relations with his 
wife again; and she gave birth to a son, and named 
him Seth, for, [she said,] "God has appointed me 
another offspring in place of Abel, for Cain killed 
him." 26 To Seth, to him also a son was born; and he 
called his name Enosh. Then [men] began to call 
upon the name of the LORD.


- Seth is born to Adam and Eve


• Look at Eve's attitude in this case


• Seth's name means "appointed" and Eve clearly 
saw him as a gift of mercy and healing from the 
death of her son, Abel


• no longer is she equating herself with God


• Another "seed" is given to Eve, is Seth the one 
we have been looking for? 

- first missionaries/ first distinction between people 
of God and others


• call on or proclaim


• 1,000ft View


- The descent of mankind into chaos, pride, and 
violence took one generation!


- God's prophecy to Eve has proven true, her 
childbearing has brought her pain, sorrow, and 
anguish as she watched her children succumb to 
the "wisdom" of the serpent.


• but even as God's creation and image was being 
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destroyed, he responded with continual acts of 
mercy and patience


- What Motifs or Themes did we see? 

• any that continued from the past chapters? 

• what can we infer will happen if those patterns 
continue? 

- Chapter 5 

• [Gen 5:1-2 NASB] 1 This is the book of the generations 
of Adam. In the day when God created man, He made 
him in the likeness of God. 2 He created them male and 
female, and He blessed them and named them Man in 
the day when they were created.


- Book? This was perhaps a separate book that was 
compiled during the editing process


• the lineage of awesome!


• Did they really live that long?


Name Years Lived 
Before the 
Birth of the 
Child

Years Lived 
After the Child

Total Years 
Lived

Adam 130 800 930

Seth 105 807 912

Enosh 90 815 905

Kenan 70 840 910

Mahalalel 65 830 895

Jared 162 800 962

Enoch 65 300 365

Methuselah 187 782 969

Lamech 182 595 777

Noah 500 450 950
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- a simple reading would say "yes", and they totally 

could have!


- The intra-textual evidence seems to disagree


• [Gen 17:17 NASB] 17 Then Abraham fell on his 
face and laughed, and said in his heart, "Will a 
child be born to a man one hundred years old? 
And will Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear [a 
child?]"


-  Why would this have been a strange idea to 
Abraham?


• His 7x Great Grandfather, Shem, would have had 
a kid at 102 and would have still been alive


- and so would his 4x Great Grandfather, Eber. 
Both died AFTER Abraham by a direct 
interpretation


• Also, his father, Terah, had him at 70


- We shall return to this topic in Gen 11


• So what is up with the life-spans accounted in Gen 
5?


- Lunar Cycle? 1 year = 12.6 lunar cycles


• It makes the total life ages more normal, but 
makes the ages at the birth of their kids off


- Maybe another planetary cycle? (Called synodic 
cycles)


• none of them make sense


- Perhaps they counted the numbers in an 
alternative base and no one bothered to convert it 
to decimal?


• sexagesimal (60)? duodecimal (12)? Both were 
more common in the ancient world than decimal 
(10)
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- The numbers must be symbolic in some way that is 

lost to us


• My son, Donald suggested this!


• Enoch - 365, Lamech - 777


• Shows us a juxtaposition of the line of Seth vs. the line 
of Cain


- 7th from Adam through Cain is the bad guy Lamech


- 7th from Adam through Seth is the super-godly 
Enoch


• Hebrew tradition (most ancient cultures) names are 
incredibly important and are meant to represent an 
aspect of their birth or personality or hopes for the child


- [Gen 5:29 NASB] 29 Now he called his name Noah, 
saying, "This one will give us rest from our work and 
from the toil of our hands [arising] from the ground 
which the LORD has cursed."


- Look at the meanings of the names listed in Gen 5


Hebrew English

Adam Man

Seth Appointed

Enosh Mortal

Kenan Sorrow

Mahalalel The Blessed God

Jared Shall come down

Enoch Teaching

Methuselah His death shall 
bring

Lamech The despairing
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• Gen 4 descendants of Cain list numbers out to 10 
generations as does Gen 5 via Seth


- The number 10 is associated with rule, law, and 
completion in hebrew


- so we see what each line's rule and governance 
produces in human society


- This culminates in Enoch vs. Lamech


• the 7th - or the epitome of those lines


• what is God showing us via these two lineages?


- This family was distinctive in their godliness


• The narrative has us looking for the Snake Crusher, 
the Seed of the Woman in these lines


- Chapter 6


• [Gen 6:1-5 NASB] 1 Now it came about, when men 
began to multiply on the face of the land, and 
daughters were born to them, 2 that the sons of God 
saw that the daughters of men were beautiful; and they 
took wives for themselves, whomever they chose. 3 
Then the LORD said, "My Spirit shall not strive with 
man forever, because he also is flesh; nevertheless his 
days shall be one hundred and twenty years." 4 The 
Nephilim were on the earth in those days, and also 
afterward, when the sons of God came in to the 
daughters of men, and they bore [children] to them. 
Those were the mighty men who [were] of old, men of 
renown. 5 Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of 
man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.


- "Sons of God" literally "ben elohim" 


Noah Rest, or comfort
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• Sethite View - The "sons of God" are the lineage 

of Seth, the lineage that, narratively speaking, 
carries the hope of the Seed of the Woman


- Idea here is that God is the father of Adam, 
and this line is the continuation of the inherited 
roles passed down from Adam through Seth 
since Cain was disinherited. 


- Held by many classical theologians


• Augustine, Calvin, Luther


- Problem with phrasing of v. 1 & 2, why make 
the distinction between the "sons of God" and 
the "daughters of men?"


• v.1 "man" would have to mean all of 
mankind


• v.2 "man" would have to mean descendants 
of Cain


• Ancient Kings View


- "Son of God" was a title used by Israel's kings 
and was not an uncommon title of ANE 
cultures


- These ancient kings adopted polygamy like 
Lamech did


• 5 times between Gen 6 and Gen 8, we are 
told Noah had one wife


- [1Ti 3:2 KJV] 2 A bishop then must be 
blameless, the husband of one wife, 
vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to 
hospitality, apt to teach


• In the Bible, polygamy is never seen as a 
positive


- Abraham, Sarah, Hagar
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- Jacob and his two wives


- Solomon's 300 wives corrupting Israel


• Re-enforces the corruption of man as they 
are emulating the actions of the archetypal 
bad-guy, Lamech


- "took wives as they chose"


- Gen 6:3 indicates that God is angry with MAN 
and not MAN and ANGELS 


• in Gen 3, when divine beings were involved, 
God judged the divine being


• Divine Beings View


- "Sons of God" was a common phrase used of 
divine beings


• [Job 1:6 NASB] 6 Now there was a day 
when the sons of God came to present 
themselves before the LORD, and Satan 
also came among them.


- "ben elohim" is referring to the divine 
being present at the lord's council


• see also Job 38:7, Psalm 82:6


• [1Sa 28:13 NASB] 13 The king said to her, 
"Do not be afraid; but what do you see?" 
And the woman said to Saul, "I see a divine 
being coming up out of the earth."


- divine being here is "elohim"


- "Son of" also meant "from the class of"


• in 1st and 2nd Kings, Elijah and Elisha 
establish a school or prophets called the 
"sons of the prophet"


- it is mentioned 11 different times in the 
two books
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- [Amo 7:14 NASB] 14 Then Amos replied 

to Amaziah, "I am not a prophet, nor am I 
the son of a prophet; for I am a herdsman 
and a grower of sycamore figs.


• Amos isn't saying that his dad isn't a 
prophet, but that he wasn't apart of that 
group


- Psalm 82 seems to imply that these spiritual 
beings can die


• [Psa 82:7 NASB] 7 "Nevertheless you will die 
like men And fall like [any] one of the 
princes."


• rebuttal to the Ancient Kings argument


- This also seems to be the way the NT authors 
thought of this text as well


• [Jde 1:6 NASB] 6 And angels who did not 
keep their own domain, but abandoned their 
proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds 
under darkness for the judgment of the great 
day,


• [2Pe 2:4 NASB] 4 For if God did not spare 
angels when they sinned, but cast them into 
hell and committed them to pits of darkness, 
reserved for judgment;


• These events are viewed through the lens of 
an ancient book called the Book of Enoch 
which was not considered canon, but was 
held in high esteem much like "Mere 
Christianity" is well thought of today


- Not slap bang proof of the Divine Beings 
View, but does indicate that they thought 
in those terms


- "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever..."
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• limiting man's life to 120 years?


- The genealogies of Gen 5 and Gen 10 would 
like to have a word


- It is possible that this only applies to the 
wicked and not the righteous


• 120 years could be a grace period


- how long did it take for Noah to build the ark?


- [1Pe 3:20 NASB] 20 ...when the patience of 
God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during 
the construction of the ark, in which a few, that 
is, eight persons, were brought safely through 
[the] water. 


- Nephillim


• Depending on which explanation of "sons of 
God" you hold, will determine your view on who 
the Nephillim were


- KJV originally translated this word as "giants" 
but this was due to its use during the Israelite 
conquest of the Promised Land


• [Num 13:33 NASB] 33 "There also we saw 
the Nephilim (the sons of Anak are part of 
the Nephilim); and we became like 
grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we 
were in their sight."


• Keep in mind this report came from the 
faithless and cowardly spies sent into the 
country, while Joshua and Caleb did not 
seem to think that there were giants in the 
land. 


• This word, however, comes from the Hebrew root 
of "naphal" which means "to fall", so "fallen one" 
may be a better translation
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• It can also be read that the Nephillim are only 

present during this time and not a product of the 
union of the Sons of God and the Daughters of 
Man. 


- "Mighty Men" and "Men of Renown"


• Mighty men is "gibborim" 


• Men of renown is literally "men of the name" or 
men that wanted to make a name for themselves


- There are so many parallels in verse 4 to what 
historians call the Heroic Age


• This is the mythical times when these ancient 
cities and peoples would have become founded 
and established


• Archeologically and historically speaking, there is 
almost no way to refute the claims of these 
ancient city's founders, but their tales strain 
credulity and belief


- Athens being founded by Theseus and the 
competition between Athena and Poseidon


- Rome founded by Romulus and Remus who 
were raised by wolves


- Babylon being founded by either Enkki or 
Marduk 


• It seems to be the writer of Genesis wanting to 
take a shot at the cultures and cities around him


• The Nephillim are prideful men that rely on their 
own strength and follow the way of Cain


- Look -- Desire -- Take


• Chapter 6:1-4 describes a form of inversion of 
the Gen 3 story
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• Instead of man trying to reach up into the heavenly 
realms, we have the heavenly realms reaching 
down to man


- Eden was a place where heaven and earth met


- This is trying to attain godliness but not in God's 
way


• The Sons of God saw, desired, and then took what 
they wanted


- there are more spiritual beings involved in this 
rebellion than just one!


• The results of this dual rebellion were disastrous 


• [Gen 6:5-8 NASB] 5 Then the LORD saw that the 
wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that 
every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually. 6 The LORD was sorry that He had made 
man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. 7 
The LORD said, "I will blot out man whom I have 
created from the face of the land, from man to animals 
to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry 
that I have made them." 8 But Noah found favor in the 
eyes of the LORD.


- We have arrived at an incredibly landmark moment in 
the history of the Universe


• This is the first time that God is shown as having 
any emotion in the Bible....and it is intense sorrow 
and grief


[Gen 3:6 NASB] 6 When the 
woman saw that the tree was 
good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the 
tree was desirable...

[Gen 6:2 NASB] 2 that the sons of 
God saw that the daughters of 
men were beautiful...

[Gen 3:6 NASB] 6 ...she took from 
its fruit and ate;

[Gen 6:2 NASB] 2 ...and they took 
wives for themselves, whomever 
they chose.
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- remember the law of first mention?


- "...the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually..."


• “The depravity of man is at once the most 
empirically verifiable reality but at the same time 
the most intellectually resisted fact.” ― Malcolm 
Muggeridge


- God changes His mind?


• "repented" - nacham - from root that was an 
onomatopoeia that meant to draw in the breath 
or sigh


- but could also mean "comforted" in Gen 24:67 
with Isaac mourning the death of his mother, 
or Gen 27:42 Esau comforts himself with plans 
to kill Jacob


• no english word easily captures the meaning of 
this hebrew word 


- He was shocked


• "grieved" - atsav - to be deeply hurt - from root 
that originally meant to cut or carve


- He felt stabbed in the back, he was so hurt and 
shocked by what we had become that he gasped


- Gen 3 - Fall of the Priest-Kings, Gen 4 - Fall of the 
Family, Gen 6 - Fall of Civilization


• Here we see the tragic and continual pattern of 
human history apart from God


• First you sin, then your sin destroys your family, 
then your family's sin destroys your nation


- father is an alcoholic, son grow up violent and 
angry because of dad, becomes an agent of 
chaos and destruction in society
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- The driving emotion in the Flood Story, from God's 

perspective, is not anger, but sadness


• Juxtaposed with the Epic of Gilgamesh where the 
gods send a flood because mankind were keeping 
them up at night by being too noisy


• BUT NOAH


- If that but wasn't there, your butt wouldn't be here!


- Is Noah the Snake Crusher? The Seed of a Woman 
that will bring back the lost state of Eden? 

• He is the 10th from Adam and would represent the 
completion of Adam's role!


• Let's continue to see what happens!


• [Gen 6:9-12 NASB] 9 These are [the records of] the 
generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, 

Adam Noah

Walks with God (Gen 2-3) Walks with God (Gen 6:9)

Mediates a Covenant (Gen 2-3) Mediates a Covenant (Gen 9:1-17)

Blessed (Gen 1:28) Blessed (Gen 9:1)

Special Role (Gen 2:15-20) Special Role (Gen 6:13-22)

Fruitful and Multiply (Gen 1:28) Fruitful and Multiply (Gen 9:1)

Caretakers of Animals (Gen 
2:9-20)

Caretakers of Animals (Gen 
6:19-21)

Three Sons Highlighted (Gen 4) Three Sons Highlighted (Gen 6:10)

Fall of Cain (Gen 4:8-16) Fall of Ham (Gen 9:22)

Worker of the Ground (Gen 2:15) Worker of the Ground (Gen 9:20)

Sins Connected to Fruit (Gen 3:6) Sins Connected to Fruit (Gen 
9:21)

Brought Animals (Gen 2:19-20) Brought Animals (Gen 7:8-9)

Priest over Creation (Gen 2) Priest over Creation (Gen 6:18, 
9:1-17)

Placed in Garden (Gen 2:15) Placed in Ark (Gen 7:1)
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blameless in his time; Noah walked with God. 10 
Noah became the father of three sons: Shem, Ham, 
and Japheth. 11 Now the earth was corrupt in the 
sight of God, and the earth was filled with violence. 
12 God looked on the earth, and behold, it was 
corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way upon the 
earth.


- Noah's name means "rest" or "comfort"


• [Gen 5:29 NASB] 29 Now he called his name 
Noah, saying, "This one will give us rest from our 
work and from the toil of our hands [arising] from 
the ground which the LORD has cursed."


• Noah is a comfort not to himself, as the writer of 
Hebrews (11:7) says that his faith condemned 
the world around him, but a comfort to God, that 
all was not lost and there was still yet 
righteousness on the Earth. 


- We see that the earth (remember, not globe, land) 
was failing and corrupt


- it seems that the ground was just as corrupt as 
the hearts of man


- The whole world is filled with chaos, violence, and 
disorder


• the inhabitants of the world are wild and the land 
itself has become a waste


- Gen 1:2 tohu va vohu


• Noah is the stark counterpoint to the rest of the 
world, it's corruption shows his godliness even 
brighter


- Noah's three sons


• Some have interpreted their descendants along 
racial lines - which is problematic as we shall see
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- but it is interesting to note that at this time, there 

were three main language families in their part of 
the world


- Gen 10 later expands on this and their 
geographic locations correspond to the linguistic 
groups


• [Gen 6:13-22 NASB] 13 Then God said to Noah, "The 
end of all flesh has come before Me; for the earth is 
filled with violence because of them; and behold, I am 
about to destroy them with the earth. 14 "Make for 
yourself an ark of gopher wood; you shall make the ark 
with rooms, and shall cover it inside and out with pitch. 
15 "This is how you shall make it: the length of the ark 

three hundred cubits, its breadth fifty cubits, and its 
height thirty cubits. 16 "You shall make a window for 
the ark, and finish it to a cubit from the top; and set the 
door of the ark in the side of it; you shall make it with 
lower, second, and third decks. 17 "Behold, I, even I am 
bringing the flood of water upon the earth, to destroy all 
flesh in which is the breath of life, from under heaven; 
everything that is on the earth shall perish. 18 "But I will 
establish My covenant with you; and you shall enter the 
ark--you and your sons and your wife, and your sons' 
wives with you. 19 "And of every living thing of all flesh, 
you shall bring two of every [kind] into the ark, to keep 
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Adam's Fall Noah's Fall

Corrupted by Fruit (Gen 3:6) Corrupted by Fruit (Gen 9:21)

Naked (Gen 3:7) Naked (Gen 9:21)

Affects his Sense (3:7) Affects his Sense (Gen 9:21)

Tempter (3:1-5) Tempter - Ham (Gen 9:22)

Tempter Offspring Cursed (Gen 3:15) Tempter's Offspring Cursed (Gen 9:25)

Adam Covered (Gen 3:21) Noah Covered (Gen 9:23)
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[them] alive with you; they shall be male and female. 
20 "Of the birds after their kind, and of the animals 
after their kind, of every creeping thing of the ground 
after its kind, two of every [kind] will come to you to 
keep [them] alive. 21 "As for you, take for yourself 
some of all food which is edible, and gather [it] to 
yourself; and it shall be for food for you and for 
them." 22 Thus Noah did; according to all that God 
had commanded him, so he did.


- "The end of all flesh has come before Me..."


• Does this mean that this is the end, this is as bad 
as life can get?


• Or, does it mean that God can see where this is 
going and so before it gets worse He will end it?


- BAD TOURISM: CRAVAT


• Borrowed into French from the Croatian word for 
Croatian person, Hrvat, after the scarf they saw 
on Croatian mercenaries that became the style in 
Europe. Borrowed back into Croatian for the 
necktie specifically as kravata. 


• Confusing v. 14


- Verse 14 is hard for bible translators as the 
important words in the sentence are loan 
words from Akkadian, "gopher", "rooms", and 
"pitch"


• To this day, gopher is unclear. The closest 
that we understand is an Akkadian word that 
means "shepherd's hut"


• "Rooms" is a bit easier as we have learned 
to read cuneiform tablets and discovered 
that the word in Akkadian means "reeds"


• "Pitch" was a great inference from the 
translators as the word was not well 
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understood, but they used context clues to 
guess its meaning. The Akkadian word is 
more appropriately "bitumen" however, the 
meaning and purpose is similar


- A better translation, however, does not make 
this verse more understandable. "Make for 
yourself an ark of wood from shepherd's huts, 
you shall make it of reeds, and shall cover it 
inside and out with bitumen."


- With the dimensions of the ark that we see 
later, it is incredibly hard to imagine something 
of that size made of repurposed wood and 
reeds.


- The dimensions of the Ark that are given are 
designed not to help you have a mental image, but 
more to communicate the meticulous care with 
which Noah maintained his obedience


• Parallel this with the way the Tabernacle is 
instructed to be built


• Ark dimensions converted for freedom units 450 
ft long, 75 ft wide, 45 ft high


- "A flood of water"


• God is going to cover the face of the earth with 
water


- when was the last time water covered the 
earth?  

- what was the state of the earth then?


• The way man is living is unsustainable. They are 
driving the world into chaos, so the Lord is 
handing them over to their desire, to return to a 
state of total chaos.


- Covenant is first mentioned
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• Law of first mention helps us understand what a 

covenant means going forward


• What is the purpose of the covenant that God 
makes with Noah?


- to keep them alive


• The purpose of a covenant is to preserve life


- Two of every kind


• Noah is a Adam-type in that he is charged with 
caring for the animals


• the two-by-two phrase is supposed to make you 
think "Hey! Just like Adam!"


• So the Ark is like a mini-Eden where life is 
sustained and preserved in a world of chaos


- [Gen 6:22 NASB] 22 Thus Noah did; according to 
all that God had commanded him, so he did.


• chiasmus!


• What is the capstone statement of the structure 
of the sentence? 

• 1000 ft View


- The chapter opens describing life on the earth as 
violent and chaotic


• We often read this as suddenly happening, but it 
happened "...when men began to multiply..." so 
we can infer that this began back in Genesis 
chapter 4 


- The hope for the Seed of the Woman is fading as 
we are painted a picture of heavenly and earthly 
rebellion trying to join forces to operate out of their 
own wisdom


- The Lord was deeply hurt, even shocked
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- We come to Noah who is painted as a new Adam, 

a man that is friends with animals and is obedient 
in all the Lord asks of him


• Is he the Snake Crusher?


- Flood: Local or Global?


• Sooooo much ink has been spilled with brilliant 
minds across the millennia on both sides, we 
aren't going to decide that here


• Local Flood proponents would argue:


- Kenites


• Remember Cain and his lineage from Gen 
4? (Hebrew: Qayin)


- His line ends with Jabal, Jubal, and Tubal-
Cain


• a herder, a musician, and a metalworker


- They are the descendants of Cain (Qeyniy)


• translated as Kenites


• In a number of places, we see them 
mentioned


- Judges 1:16 mentions Moses' father-in-
law was a Kenite


- Jael from the story in Judges chapters 4 
and 5 was a Kenite


- Balaam prophesies over them in Numbers 
24:21-22


• He even calls them by their forefather's 
name, Qayin


- maybe translated as Kain


• How did they survive the Flood?
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- Minority report of Tubal-Cain as a 

stowaway on the Ark


• Think Russel Crowe's Noah movie


- Traditionally the Kenites were associated 
with herding and metallurgy so maybe the 
Hebrews linked them to the pre-flood 
sons of Cain


• This would be unique in the naming 
conventions of nations within the OT


- Balaam's words would make this a 
challenge as well


- Maybe the flood was local?!?


- The Flood Narrative is meant to be read in it's 
context and read like other OT passages


• OT and Ancient Near East writers tended to 
use hyperbole to express traumatic or 
catastrophic events


- [Lam 2:22 NASB] 22 You called as in the 
day of an appointed feast My terrors on 
every side; And there was no one who 
escaped or survived In the day of the 
LORD'S anger. Those whom I bore and 
reared, My enemy annihilated them.


• Jeremiah is writing about the fall of 
Jerusalem. If no one escaped, who 
wrote about it?


- [Zep 1:2-3 NASB] 2 "I will completely 
remove all [things] From the face of the 
earth," declares the LORD. 3 "I will 
remove man and beast; I will remove the 
birds of the sky And the fish of the sea, 
And the ruins along with the wicked; And I 
will cut off man from the face of the 
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earth," declares the LORD.


• This was a prophecy against Judah and 
it's coming fall


- Maybe you're thinking, "That's examples 
of poetry and prophecy, of course it is 
going to be poetic!" 

- [Gen 41:57 NASB] 57 [The people of] all 
the earth came to Egypt to buy grain from 
Joseph, because the famine was severe in 
all the earth.


• Do we really think a Viking, a 
Polynesian, and an Eskimo came to 
Egypt for food?


- Language does not equal literal scope


• All the cultures around them, Akkadian, 
Babylonian, even Greek had flood stories in 
their histories


- A flood did cover the world, but THEIR 
world and their world was contained 
within the Fertile Crescent.


• Global Flood proponents would argue that:


- We have seen geologic events accomplish in 
mere days the same effects we would expect 
to take thousands or millions of years


• Engineer's Canyon was made in 9 hours 
during Mount St. Helen's eruption


• large amounts of time not necessary, the 
Flood could have been a recent event


- NT authors seem to have understood the 
Flood to be a global event


- God promised to not flood anymore and if it 
was only local, why do we still see local floods
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- If it was local, why not just have Noah and the 

animals move somewhere safe, they had 120 
years to get away? 


• There was definitely a catastrophic event, but the 
ancients weren't concerned with the mechanics 
of the event, they were concerned with the 
meaning and interpretation of the event.


- Flood narratively works as a moment of 
recreation


• Water covers everything


• Land re-emerges


• Garden or Vineyard is planted


• God blesses them to be fruitful and multiply


• Noah and the animals did just move 
because of what how the Flood functions in 
the greater story the Bible is trying to tell us


- In short, the biblical authors viewed the Flood as a 
cosmic cataclysm, not necessarily a geologic one


- Chapter 7


• [Gen 7:1-5 NASB] 1 Then the LORD said to Noah, 
"Enter the ark, you and all your household, for you 
[alone] I have seen [to be] righteous before Me in this 
time. 2 "You shall take with you of every clean animal 
by sevens, a male and his female; and of the animals 
that are not clean two, a male and his female; 3 also 
of the birds of the sky, by sevens, male and female, 
to keep offspring alive on the face of all the earth. 4 
"For after seven more days, I will send rain on the 
earth forty days and forty nights; and I will blot out 
from the face of the land every living thing that I have 
made." 5 Noah did according to all that the LORD 
had commanded him.


- Noah is called righteous. 
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• He is fulfilling the role of Adam


• He is the only person to be called righteous 
again


• Is he the Snake Crusher? Will he overcome evil?


- Obedience vs Understanding 


• Gen 7:5 echoes Gen 6:22


• Clean and unclean? What is that?


- explanation in ~400 years


• What is rain?


- [Gen 2:5 NASB] 5 Now no shrub of the field 
was yet in the earth, and no plant of the field 
had yet sprouted, for the LORD God had not 
sent rain upon the earth, and there was no 
man to cultivate the ground.


• Where Adam and Eve filled in their knowledge 
gap by eating of the fruit, we see Noah being 
obedient when things did not make sense


- He had no way of knowing what rain was!


- It is possible that there was sacrificial system 
in place (Gen 4:3-4) there has been no 
presentation of clean and unclean


- Noah just did it out of trust and obedience


• [Gen 7:6-24 NASB] 6 Now Noah was six hundred 
years old when the flood of water came upon the 
earth. 7 Then Noah and his sons and his wife and his 
sons' wives with him entered the ark because of the 
water of the flood. 8 Of clean animals and animals 
that are not clean and birds and everything that 
creeps on the ground, 9 there went into the ark to 
Noah by twos, male and female, as God had 
commanded Noah. 10 It came about after the seven 
days, that the water of the flood came upon the 
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earth. 11 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in 
the second month, on the seventeenth day of the 
month, on the same day all the fountains of the great 
deep burst open, and the floodgates of the sky were 
opened. 12 The rain fell upon the earth for forty days 
and forty nights. 13 On the very same day Noah and 
Shem and Ham and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and 
Noah's wife and the three wives of his sons with 
them, entered the ark, 14 they and every beast after 
its kind, and all the cattle after their kind, and every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth after its kind, 
and every bird after its kind, all sorts of birds. 15 So 
they went into the ark to Noah, by twos of all flesh in 
which was the breath of life. 16 Those that entered, 
male and female of all flesh, entered as God had 
commanded him; and the LORD closed [it] behind 
him. 17 Then the flood came upon the earth for forty 
days, and the water increased and lifted up the ark, 
so that it rose above the earth. 18 The water 
prevailed and increased greatly upon the earth, and 
the ark floated on the surface of the water. 19 The 
water prevailed more and more upon the earth, so 
that all the high mountains everywhere under the 
heavens were covered. 20 The water prevailed fifteen 
cubits higher, and the mountains were covered. 21 All 
flesh that moved on the earth perished, birds and 
cattle and beasts and every swarming thing that 
swarms upon the earth, and all mankind; 22 of all that 
was on the dry land, all in whose nostrils was the 
breath of the spirit of life, died. 23 Thus He blotted 
out every living thing that was upon the face of the 
land, from man to animals to creeping things and to 
birds of the sky, and they were blotted out from the 
earth; and only Noah was left, together with those 
that were with him in the ark. 24 The water prevailed 
upon the earth one hundred and fifty days.


- BAD TOURISM: Every child's story version of this 
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event!


• The literal land had been ruined, there was 
violence and bloodshed everywhere


- the kings and rulers maintained order by force 
instead of by love and generosity


• How many days did it rain before people 
stopped banging on the Ark begging to be let in?


• How many days until the screams stopped?


• How long until they stopped hearing bodies of 
men, women, and children, birds and animals, 
thumping against the boat?


• Noah's neighbors that he cared about, the 
families of his daughter-in-laws, his whole family, 
gone.


- The author spends more time in the lead-up to the 
Flood actually coming, than he does on the actual 
flood


• More details about WHAT they had to do 


• Twice more he repeats about Noah's obedience 
v. 9,16


• Emphasis is on Noah's obedience is the path to 
salvation


- The Floods come


• everything and everyone is dead


• it rains for 40 days


• the water remains for 150 days before it begins 
to recede


• [Gen 8:1-14 NASB] 1 But God remembered Noah and 
all the beasts and all the cattle that were with him in 
the ark; and God caused a wind to pass over the 
earth, and the water subsided. 2 Also the fountains of 
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the deep and the floodgates of the sky were closed, 
and the rain from the sky was restrained; 3 and the 
water receded steadily from the earth, and at the end 
of one hundred and fifty days the water decreased. 4 
In the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the 
month, the ark rested upon the mountains of Ararat. 5 
The water decreased steadily until the tenth month; in 
the tenth month, on the first day of the month, the 
tops of the mountains became visible. 6 Then it came 
about at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the 
window of the ark which he had made; 7 and he sent 
out a raven, and it flew here and there until the water 
was dried up from the earth. 8 Then he sent out a 
dove from him, to see if the water was abated from 
the face of the land; 9 but the dove found no resting 
place for the sole of her foot, so she returned to him 
into the ark, for the water was on the surface of all 
the earth. Then he put out his hand and took her, and 
brought her into the ark to himself. 10 So he waited 
yet another seven days; and again he sent out the 
dove from the ark. 11 The dove came to him toward 
evening, and behold, in her beak was a freshly picked 
olive leaf. So Noah knew that the water was abated 
from the earth. 12 Then he waited yet another seven 
days, and sent out the dove; but she did not return to 
him again. 13 Now it came about in the six hundred 
and first year, in the first [month,] on the first of the 
month, the water was dried up from the earth. Then 
Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, 
and behold, the surface of the ground was dried up. 
14 In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day 
of the month, the earth was dry.


- v. 1-3 Gives a brief recap of where we are so far


• the water stopped and started receding at the 
end of 150 days


- "God caused a wind to pass over the earth..."


74



Tuesday, September 25, 2018
• What is the Hebrew word for "wind"? 

• Do you think this was an intentional choice?


- "God remembered Noah"


• This seems odd, there's only about 7 people still 
alive, how could He forget?


• Expression that becomes increasingly common 
as the OT continues


• The Flood story sets a template and pattern 
through which much of the later story, especially 
the Exodus account, repeats and copies


- We see the Faithful Family safe, but not yet saved, 
but God is at work blowing away clouds, stopping 
the fountains of the deep, closing the floodgates of 
the sky


• Immediately after we are given long passages of 
time that can make your head spin


- emphasizes the patience of Noah


- Noah is faithful, obedient, and patient for the 
Lord to deliver him


- "At the end of 40 days..." 


• 40 is a number associated with testing, so 
Noah's time of testing his patience was passed 
and he began to send out birds


• These birds are seen by some as prayers


- Starts a theme of a righteous servant being 
safe, but not saved, offering up prayers that 
largely return unanswered


- Noah does not lose hope!


• [Gen 8:15-19 NASB] 15 Then God spoke to Noah, 
saying, 16 "Go out of the ark, you and your wife and 
your sons and your sons' wives with you. 17 "Bring 
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out with you every living thing of all flesh that is with 
you, birds and animals and every creeping thing that 
creeps on the earth, that they may breed abundantly on 
the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth." 18 
So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his 
sons' wives with him. 19 Every beast, every creeping 
thing, and every bird, everything that moves on the 
earth, went out by their families from the ark.


- What previous themes and/or ideas do you see at 
work here? 

• Animals in the garden, blessing from Gen 1, 
meticulous obedience


• [Gen 8:20-22 NASB] 20 Then Noah built an altar to the 
LORD, and took of every clean animal and of every 
clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21 
The LORD smelled the soothing aroma; and the LORD 
said to Himself, "I will never again curse the ground on 
account of man, for the intent of man's heart is evil from 
his youth; and I will never again destroy every living 
thing, as I have done. 22 "While the earth remains, 
Seedtime and harvest, And cold and heat, And summer 
and winter, And day and night Shall not cease."


- offered sacrifice


• The language in this passage begins to shift into 
language that becomes more familiar in the rest of 
the OT.


- Noah is a complex character in the story


• he has similar traits to Adam as we established 
earlier


• he also performs actions similar to Moses and 
Abraham


• do you think he offered the clean animals because 
he knew they were clean or because there were 
more of them? 
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- "I will never again curse the ground on account of 

man, for the intent of man's heart is evil from his 
youth; and I will never again destroy every living 
thing, as I have done...."


• This is perhaps one of the most tragic 
statements in the whole Bible


• Look carefully at the statement, why does God 
promise to never do this again? 

• What themes from the Ark story do you see? 

• 1000 ft View


- Genesis 8 has many parallels with Genesis 1 and 
for that reason, many theologians believe we are 
meant to read Genesis chapters 7-9 as a reset and 
recreation of Genesis chapters 1-2.
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• God seems to be trying to re-establish Eden! 

- How long were they on the Ark?


• boarded 600th year, 17th day, 2nd month


• waters receded 17th day, 7th month


• dry land 1st day, 10th month


• top of the ark off 601st year, 1st day, 1st month


• off the boat 601st year, 27th day, 2nd month 

- Chapter 9


• [Gen 9:1-7 NASB] 1 And God blessed Noah and his 
sons and said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill 
the earth. 2 "The fear of you and the terror of you will be 
on every beast of the earth and on every bird of the sky; 
with everything that creeps on the ground, and all the 
fish of the sea, into your hand they are given. 3 "Every 
moving thing that is alive shall be food for you; I give all 
to you, as [I gave] the green plant. 4 "Only you shall not 
eat flesh with its life, [that is,] its blood. 5 "Surely I will 
require your lifeblood; from every beast I will require it. 
And from [every] man, from every man's brother I will 
require the life of man. 6 "Whoever sheds man's blood, 
By man his blood shall be shed, For in the image of 
God He made man. 7 "As for you, be fruitful and 

Genesis 1 Genesis 8

Watery Chaos (1:2) Watery Chaos (8:2)

Spirit aka Ruach (1:2) Spirit aka Ruach (8:2)

Dry Land Appears (1:9) Dry Land Appears (8:5)

Birds Appear (1:21) Birds Appear (8:6-12)

Man and Animals (1:24-27) Man and Animals (8:16-19)

Sorted by Kind (1:20-25) Sorted by Kind (8:19)

7 Days (2:2) 7 Days (8:9-12)
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multiply; Populate the earth abundantly and multiply 
in it."


- Be fruitful and fill the earth


• The blessing of Adam and Eve restarted with 
Noah and his family


• Adding fuel to the thought, is Noah - whose 
name means "rest or comfort" - is he the Snake 
Crusher? Is he the one to do what Adam and Eve 
could not?


- Fear of man in animals?


• This is a re-instatement of the hierarchy 
established in Gen 1, not necessarily meaning 
that people had pet bears and kids rode lions 
before this time


- [Isa 8:13-14 NASB] 13 "It is the LORD of hosts 
whom you should regard as holy. And He shall 
be your fear, And He shall be your dread. 14 
"Then He shall become a sanctuary; But to 
both the houses of Israel, a stone to strike and 
a rock to stumble over, [And] a snare and a 
trap for the inhabitants of Jerusalem.


- [Deu 11:25 NASB] 25 "No man will be able to 
stand before you; the LORD your God will lay 
the dread of you and the fear of you on all the 
land on which you set foot, as He has spoken 
to you.


- These two scriptures show that the phrase 
"fear and dread" have more to do with 
rulership than actual fear as we would 
conceive of it.


- Eating meat is okay now? Was it not okay before?


• Probably. Gen 4 has Abel offering the fat 
portions and it seems unlikely that he just let the 
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rest of the animal rot. We know that man made 
use of animals for clothing after the Fall in Gen 3, 
so their use for food would not be too far 
fetched. Also Gen 1:28-29 implies they could be 
used for food.


- But this is an argument from silence and can 
be very dangerous


• Some translations have temporal indicators that 
are not present in the Hebrew. That is just a 
feature of translation.


• But compare Gen 9:3-4 with...


- [Lev 11:9-10 NASB] 9 'These you may eat, 
whatever is in the water: all that have fins and 
scales, those in the water, in the seas or in the 
rivers, you may eat. 10 'But whatever is in the 
seas and in the rivers that does not have fins 
and scales among all the teeming life of the 
water, and among all the living creatures that 
are in the water, they are detestable things to 
you,


- [Deu 14:9-10 NASB] 9 "These you may eat of 
all that are in water: anything that has fins and 
scales you may eat, 10 but anything that does 
not have fins and scales you shall not eat; it is 
unclean for you.


- Both start out with a section of what was 
previously known to be permissible, then 
follows with a new injunction 


• It seems that there was something wrong with 
the manner in which humans were consuming 
meat. Either they were eating it raw and 
uncooked - which fits with overall Kosher laws, 
or they were consuming animals while their "life-
blood" was still in the animal, meaning they were 
still alive.
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• [Gen 9:8-17 NASB] 8 Then God spoke to Noah and to 

his sons with him, saying, 9 "Now behold, I Myself do 
establish My covenant with you, and with your 
descendants after you; 10 and with every living creature 
that is with you, the birds, the cattle, and every beast of 
the earth with you; of all that comes out of the ark, even 
every beast of the earth. 11 "I establish My covenant 
with you; and all flesh shall never again be cut off by the 
water of the flood, neither shall there again be a flood to 
destroy the earth." 12 God said, "This is the sign of the 
covenant which I am making between Me and you and 
every living creature that is with you, for all successive 
generations; 13 I set My bow in the cloud, and it shall 
be for a sign of a covenant between Me and the earth. 
14 "It shall come about, when I bring a cloud over the 
earth, that the bow will be seen in the cloud, 15 and I 
will remember My covenant, which is between Me and 
you and every living creature of all flesh; and never 
again shall the water become a flood to destroy all 
flesh. 16 "When the bow is in the cloud, then I will look 
upon it, to remember the everlasting covenant 
between God and every living creature of all flesh that 
is on the earth." 17 And God said to Noah, "This is 
the sign of the covenant which I have established 
between Me and all flesh that is on the earth."


- The Rainbow is unique to the Biblical account of 
the Flood, it does not appear in other Ancient Near 
East folklore, myths, or histories


• "bow" in Hebrew is the bow used for warfare or 
hunting, not like what little girls wear in their hair


• Bow is seen resting on its side, not taught and 
vertical ready to be loosed


- Shows a warrior/king setting aside his weapon


• Rainbow is the sign of this Covenant


- Circumcision is for Abrahamic Covenant
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- Sabbath is for Mosaic Covenant


- Mount Sinai Covenant similarities are cranked into 
overdrive!


- If this is an example of future covenants, what can 
we expect from the others? 

• Whose faithfulness is this covenant dependent 
on? Ours? Gods? Both?


- This combined with the Rainbow image helps us 
see that God indeed would not strive with man 
forever and that he is now going to be a weeping 
King and a heartbroken friend as humanity 
consistently and thoroughly tramples his heart.


• [Gen 9:18-29 NASB] 18 Now the sons of Noah who 
came out of the ark were Shem and Ham and 
Japheth; and Ham was the father of Canaan. 19 
These three [were] the sons of Noah, and from these 
the whole earth was populated. 20 Then Noah began 
farming and planted a vineyard. 21 He drank of the 
wine and became drunk, and uncovered himself 
inside his tent. 22 Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the 
nakedness of his father, and told his two brothers 
outside. 23 But Shem and Japheth took a garment 
and laid it upon both their shoulders and walked 
backward and covered the nakedness of their father; 
and their faces were turned away, so that they did not 
see their father's nakedness. 24 When Noah awoke 
from his wine, he knew what his youngest son had 
done to him. 25 So he said, "Cursed be Canaan; A 
servant of servants He shall be to his brothers." 26 
He also said, "Blessed be the LORD, The God of 
Shem; And let Canaan be his servant. 27 "May God 
enlarge Japheth, And let him dwell in the tents of 
Shem; And let Canaan be his servant." 28 Noah lived 
three hundred and fifty years after the flood. 29 So all 
the days of Noah were nine hundred and fifty years, 
and he died.
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- More encouragement that Noah will be the Snake 

Crusher, he has taken up his forefather's 
occupation of working the land and tending a 
garden


• Vineyard is first mentioned and can be equated 
with a garden


• Then, he goes and ruins everything by getting 
drunk!


- But let's humanize Noah for a moment


• Everyone he knew was dead


• He had spent over a year stuck on a boat


• As far as he knew, the earth was cursed and 
was not going to produce.


• So imagine his joy as he patiently waited for 
the seed to take root and grow. Imagine how 
happy he must have been to see the grapes 
appear!


• From planting to wine, it must have been 
excruciating to wait and see if the world still 
worked as it used to. Did humanity 
permanently break it?


• He probably was beyond relieved and 
wanted to just celebrate that the earth still 
worked!


• He saw the fruit was good, delighted and 
desired it, and took it to use it in a way that 
was wise in his eyes


• v22 Noah and Ham: two main interpretations


- We will never know for certain what happened in 
the tent, but here are the two main ideas


- Simple Reading
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• Ham humiliates Noah by not covering his father 

and mocked Noah to his brothers


- Social and cultural taboo of nudity


- Duty to cover the shame of other family 
members


• If this is true, then Noah's reaction seems a little 
outsized


- And why curse the son of Ham and not Ham 
himself?


• Don't be a Ham, cover the nakedness of your 
brothers and sisters


- Shem and Japheth walked in backwards to 
keep their eyes pure and covered their father


• Who else covered nakedness after a sin so 
far in the story?


- Rape or Molestation


• The phrase "saw the nakedness of his father" is 
key


- There are a few other instances of this phrase 
being used


• [Lev 18:7-8 NASB] 7 'You shall not uncover 
the nakedness of your father, that is, the 
nakedness of your mother. She is your 
mother; you are not to uncover her 
nakedness. 8 'You shall not uncover the 
nakedness of your father's wife; it is your 
father's nakedness.


• [Lev 20:11 NASB] 11 'If [there is] a man who 
lies with his father's wife, he has uncovered 
his father's nakedness; both of them shall 
surely be put to death, their bloodguiltiness 
is upon them.
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• In this culture it can be assumed that Noah's 

wife was in the tent or home because culturally 
that is where her work would be


- she would also have been with Noah


• So "seeing the nakedness of his father" could 
very easily have been the rape or molestation of 
the wife of Noah by his son, Ham


- this would also make sense then why Canaan 
would be cursed


- Curse of Canaan


• BAD TOURISM: Polygenesis Theory of Race


- Rev. Thorton Stringfellow and Dr, Samuel 
Cartwright where to pro-slavery apologists in 
the Antebellum South


- To them, the curse of Canaan was a clear 
justification of slavery, if not a mandate! Rev. 
Stringfellow provided the theological 
justifications and Dr. Cartwright, a physician, 
provided the medical proof that the African 
was a descendant of Canaan


• It was common to conflate the Curse of 
Canaan with the Curse of Cain and say that 
the mark upon Cain was dark skin.


- They proposed that the Jew and the Arab were 
descendants of Shem and all white people 
were from Japheth and therefore, the sons of 
Canaan had a Biblical mandate to be a servant 
of servants to others


- Bringing in your own culture, customs, and 
beliefs to the Biblical narrative usually just 
makes you a not-so-great student of scripture, 
but every now and again, it can make you do 
terrible things in the name of the God you love.
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• foreshadows Canaanite's conflict with Israel


- The implication is that the Canaanites, like 
their father, Ham, have no concept of shame 
before God


• When the Bible reveals parallels, the differences 
are meant to stand out even more. Noah was 
worse than Adam.


- Noah NOT tempted by the Snake


- Noah uncovered himself


- Noah didn't even realize he was naked


• 1000 ft. View


- Just like Adam, Noah's sins made the more 
horrible sins of his son possible


• Adam's sin broke relationship with God, Cain's 
sin ended the life of his brother


• Noah gave into the forbidden pleasure of 
drunkenness, Ham gave into an even more illicit 
carnal pleasure


• New, tragic motif, the sins of the father allows for 
the greater sins of the son


- Noah provides a narrative link to two more 
important people in the story; Abraham and Moses. 


• Noah's actions provide a framework for us to 
begin to understand the actions and character of 
both Abraham and Moses
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• Noah points forward to Abraham as the promise of 
the Seed of a Woman and to Moses as a prophet-
type or a witness to the corrupt and chaotic world 
around them


• He also serves to show that God is not doing a 
new thing through Abraham or Moses, that the 
election of Abraham and the Covenant through 
Moses are just another continuation of God's 
original design to restore Eden.


- Chapter 10


• [Gen 10:1, 32 NASB] 1 Now these are [the records of] 
the generations of Shem, Ham, and Japheth, the sons 

Noah Abraham

And God said to Noah (Gen 8:15) And God said to Abram (Gen 
12:1)

Go out from the ark (8:16) Go out from your land (12:1)

And Noah went out (8:18) And Abram went out (12:4)

And Noah built and altar for the 
Lord (8:20)

And Abram built an altar for the 
Lord (12:7)

And God blessed Noah (9:1) "And I [God] will bless you" (12:2)

"Be fruitful and multiply" (9:1) "I will make you a great 
nation" (12:2)

"I will establish my covenant with 
you and your seed" (9:9)

"I will give your seed this land 
(12:7)

Noah Moses

Mediate a Covenant (Gen 9:1-17) Mediate a Covenant (Ex 24)

Sacrifice Clean Animals (Gen 
8:20)

Sacrifice Clean Animals (Ex 24:5)

Commune with God (Gen 6:9) Commune with God (Ex 33:11)

Delivered by an Ark (Gen 7:1) Delivered by an Ark (Ex 2:3)

Sign for Covenant (Gen 9:12) Sign for Covenant (Ex 31:13)

Assigned a Task [Ark] (Gen 7:5) Assigned a Task [Tabernacle] (Ex 
39:32)
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of Noah; and sons were born to them after the 
flood. ... 32 These are the families of the sons of 
Noah, according to their genealogies, by their 
nations; and out of these the nations were separated 
on the earth after the flood.


- Nations and peoples covering the earth


• This should be what we want, but by now, we 
know that this won't go well.


- The number of nations listed in the Table of Nations 
is 70


• This is a symbolic number as it is a multiple of 7 
and 10, that is perfection and completion, so it 
carries the idea of total completion


- "all nations" have their roots in the family of 
Noah


• The author wants us to remember that God's 
heart is for the whole world


- This is recalled in the promise to Abraham 
(Gen 12:3) "And in you all the families of the 
earth will be blessed."


- This table is unique in all of the ancient world as it 
HUMANIZES the foreigners and other nations


• The Table of Nations provides the back drop for 
the rest of the story of the Bible as it shows the 
major players - both villains and heroes - for the 
rest of story


• It also underlines the grief of God at warfare and 
conflict as He revealed to us that we are warring 
with our brothers


• [Gen 10:8-12 NASB] 8 Now Cush became the father 
of Nimrod; he became a mighty one on the earth. 9 
He was a mighty hunter before the LORD; therefore it 
is said, "Like Nimrod a mighty hunter before the 
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LORD." 10 The beginning of his kingdom was Babel 
and Erech and Accad and Calneh, in the land of 
Shinar. 11 From that land he went forth into Assyria, 
and built Nineveh and Rehoboth-Ir and Calah, 12 and 
Resen between Nineveh and Calah; that is the great 
city.


- Nimrod


• There is lots of speculation on who Nimrod could 
be and we could go into it, but what is more 
important is the role he serves in the story of the 
Bible


• His name is derived from the same consonantal 
root as the word "rebel"


• "Before" could also be translated as "face" (it is 
the same word used for "surface in Gen 1:2)


- So this would mean "before" is more like "face 
to  face" with the Lord


- It is an oppositional and rebellious stance


• He is described as a gibborim, the same word 
used to describe the Nephilim, he is a mighty 
man


• He is used to introduce two cities/nations that 
will become increasingly important in the story of 
Abraham's family


- Babylon and Assyria/Ninevah


- The two nations that conquered the kingdom 
of Israel were founded by a violent and 
rebellious man


- BAD TOURISM: Nimrod


• In 1940, in a cartoon short titled “A Wild Hare,” a 
wise-cracking rabbit named Bugs Bunny called 
his nemesis Elmer Fudd a “poor little nimrod,” a 
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sarcastic reference to Fudd’s skills as a hunter.


• Bugs was mocking Fudd’s foolhardy abilities which 
kept the rabbit, Fudd’s prey, out of his cross hairs, 
so to speak.


• Most children didn’t get the reference to Nimrod in 
biblical terms and the sarcasm went way over their 
heads. So the word became synonymous with a 
bumbling fool, like Fudd’s character.


• Chapter ends following the line of Shem down to Eber 
who had two sons Peleg and Joktan


- The rest of the chapter follows the sons of Joktan


- They settled to the east


- Eber is the hebrew word for hebrew
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• 1000 ft View


- If you have read the Bible before, some of these 
names should be familiar


- These names are not the only nations on the planet 
at the time, but have been selected (v. 5)


- The names are the names of people, but also cities 
and tribes as well


• fun fact: Havilah is the ancient Hebrew name for 
Arabia


- Chapter 11


• [Gen 11:1-9 NASB] 1 Now the whole earth used the 
same language and the same words. 2 It came about 
as they journeyed east, that they found a plain in the 
land of Shinar and settled there. 3 They said to one 
another, "Come, let us make bricks and burn [them] 
thoroughly." And they used brick for stone, and they 
used tar for mortar. 4 They said, "Come, let us build 
for ourselves a city, and a tower whose top [will 
reach] into heaven, and let us make for ourselves a 
name, otherwise we will be scattered abroad over the 
face of the whole earth." 5 The LORD came down to 
see the city and the tower which the sons of men had 
built. 6 The LORD said, "Behold, they are one people, 
and they all have the same language. And this is what 
they began to do, and now nothing which they 
purpose to do will be impossible for them. 7 "Come, 
let Us go down and there confuse their language, so 
that they will not understand one another's speech." 
8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from there 
over the face of the whole earth; and they stopped 
building the city. 9 Therefore its name was called 
Babel, because there the LORD confused the 
language of the whole earth; and from there the 
LORD scattered them abroad over the face of the 
whole earth.
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- Journeyed East


• Gen 3:24 Adam and Eve head East


• Gen 4:16 Cain heads East


• Israelites were exiled to the East


• East implies a distance from God, so the 
direction they travel implies a walking away from 
God


- The plain of Shinar


• Shinar is ancient Sumer which is located in the 
plain in between the Tigris and the Euphrates 


• [Gen 10:10 NASB] 10 The beginning of his 
kingdom was Babel and Erech and Accad and 
Calneh, in the land of Shinar.


- Sumer and Akkad are one of the first 
civilization 


- credited with inventing writing, the wheel


- What was the Tower?


• Well, they weren't stupid. They didn't think 
they'd reach the actual heavens


• Ziggurat was a structure common in 
Mesopotamian cultures that acted as a conduit 
for the gods


- they were considered sacred spaces


- built next to or near temples complexes


- the gods would use the tower to come down 
to the temple


- Why did they build the tower?


• [Gen 11:4 NASB] 4 They said, "Come, let us 
build for ourselves a city, and a tower whose top 
[will reach] into heaven, and let us make for 
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ourselves a name, otherwise we will be scattered 
abroad over the face of the whole earth."


- So we left off with the line of Shem


• Shem's name means "name"


• We meet a group of people that want to 
build a tower to commune with God, but for 
their own sake


- When have we seen this attitude before?


• The last people we saw in the Bible that had 
a "name" was in Gen 6


- [Gen 6:4 NASB] 4 The Nephilim were on 
the earth in those days, and also 
afterward, when the sons of God came in 
to the daughters of men, and they bore 
[children] to them. Those were the mighty 
men who [were] of old, men of renown.


• "renown" is literally shem, or "name"


- So it seems they were looking back to and 
desiring a time when the earth was filled 
with violence and chaos


- They desired to be "mighty" like the 
Gibborim of old


- Transactional faith


• ANE culture had a concept of gods that had 
needs, they needed food, shelter, clothing


- in return those gods provided protection 
and blessing and success


• The people of Babel wanted to do 
something for God but only as means to and 
end


- In this case, they did not want to be 
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scattered


• but God had commanded Noah and his 
descendants to go and fill the earth


- [Gen 12:2 NASB] 2 And I will make you a great 
nation, And I will bless you, And make your 
name great; And so you shall be a blessing;


• But the reason Abraham is blessed is to be 
a blessing to the world around them, not for 
their personal success or prosperity


• The desire to be blessed and have a name is 
fulfilled by God to Abraham


- God came down, so the Ziggurat worked?


• God scatters the people


• God prevented them from working together to 
re-create the wickedness that forced God to 
flood the earth


• [Gen 11:10, 26 NASB] 10 These are [the records of] 
the generations of Shem. Shem was one hundred 
years old, and became the father of Arpachshad two 
years after the flood; ... 26 Terah lived seventy years, 
and became the father of Abram, Nahor and Haran.


- In the Tower or Babel story we followed Joktan's 
line, but now we shift and follow Peleg's line


• Can you think of another time we had two 
brothers and one went east and established a 
city that valued might and power?


- Two ways to look at this lineage


• Abraham is the tenth from Shem, which would 
be consistent with Gen 5


• Abraham is the eighth from Eber (where the 
narrative makes a distinction in the two lines) 
which would mean we need two more names to 
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keep the pattern


- We would then read the story looking for 
two more descendants


- Adds tension to the promise of children to 
Abraham and Sarah


- Abraham then has Ishmael and Isaac


- Remember the issues with the ages of the 
patriarchs in Genesis chapter 5?


• It actually is more complicated! (hooray?)
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• The Masoretic Text is what almost all our 

translations use for the Old Testament, however, 
it differs in some areas from the Greek 
Septuagint and other older translations


- We have other non-Hebrew translations and 
scripture quotations about the ages in the line 
from Shem that add 100 years from Arpharxad 
to Serug and adds 50 years to Nahor in their 
age before their descendant is born


• The Septuagint also adds a descendant in 
there that no other ancient text has


• This only exacerbates the issue with Abraham's 
incredulity about Isaac's birth we previously 
talked about


• But it does add between 600 or 700 years to the 
timeline and makes the population of the earth 
be more plausible for other claims


• It also gets rid of the problem of Shem outliving 
Abraham


• 1000 ft View


- Man used their best to build something for God


• Bricks


- new technology that would help them build 
and accelerate growth


- what are we doing with the technology we 
have? Building temples to our own ends or to 
God's?


- They wanted to recreate a place to meet and 
commune with God


• tower not a tower, it is a ziggurat


• the wanted to create a new sacred space that 
they had been missing since Adam and Eve were 
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expelled from the Garden


- They wanted God to be among them to benefit 
them


• name for themselves


• not be scattered


• aka fame and protection


- They wanted all the benefits of God's blessings


• God's blessings are a by-product of relationship 
with Him


• Up until now in the story, the only blessing we 
see God say is "Be fruitful and multiply" 


- to cover the face of the earth with his family, 
with people that love him


• But they wanted to have fame and protection 
from hardships


- God scatters them across the earth


• This was the original blessing of God, to "be 
fruitful and multiply"


• They confused God's blessing with a curse


- [Act 2:4-8 NIV] 4 All of them were filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as 
the Spirit enabled them. 5 Now there were staying 
in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation 
under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a 
crowd came together in bewilderment, because 
each one heard their own language being spoken. 
7 Utterly amazed, they asked: "Aren't all these who 
are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each 
of us hears them in our native language?


• They gathered in an upper-room to meet with 
God
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- look at the parallels


• The church had gathered together to BE a new 
holy place


• God came down just as before, but He did not 
scatter, He gathered


• All the languages and peoples were reunited in 
this new temple of the people of God


• This is the anti-tower of Babel


- All the nations named by Luke map on directly 
with the nations mentioned in Gen 10 which 
covers the aftermath of the tower of babel 
story


• What the people of Babylon wanted, God 
wanted too, but it had to be for the sake of 
Himself, not for them


• God blessed them, but because it was a 
byproduct of their relationship with him


- their desire was to lift up the name of Jesus


- to cover the earth with His family, with people 
that loved Him


- [Phl 2:6-11 NIV] 6 Who, being in very nature God, 
did not consider equality with God something to be 
used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made 
himself nothing by taking the very nature of a 
servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And 
being found in appearance as a man, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to death--even 
death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to 
the highest place and gave him the name that is 
above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
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Father.


• Jesus was given a name that is above every 
other name, a name that all created beings on 
heaven and earth will bow to and acknowledge


• Jesus is the only true and worthy motivation to 
act


• Jesus must be the center of your motivations for 
action


• WHY DO YOU DO THE THINGS YOU DO, AND 
WHO DO YOU DO THEM FOR?


- Final Thoughts 

• We began with a beautiful world that was crowned 
with a garden-paradise called Eden where God 
created beings in his image to receive His infinite 
store of Love, Wisdom, and Beauty. Out of his 
Generosity, this God decided that mankind would be 
the instrument through which He continued to bring 
Order and Beauty to a world that was Wild and 
Waste. But we were lustful after wisdom that we were 
not prepared wield, and out of our foolish desire to sit 
on the throne and decide for ourselves what was 
Right and Wrong, we broke our world, we broke our 
humanity, and we broke the Heart of the wonderful 
Creator that loves us. But God promised He would 
send a Rescuer to restore the World back to that 
beautiful garden that once existed, a Healer to cure 
the disease we brought upon ourselves. As 
selfishness began to propagate through the world 
and across the generations, chaos begat chaos and 
violence begat violence. Soon the Earth was marred 
and ruined. God was so distraught by what we had 
done and what we had become, that He wept and 
wept and for forty days and forty nights, His tears 
filled the Earth until only one family was left. God 
tried to start again, but that family was too tainted by 
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the selfishness and madness that had gripped the 
soul of humanity for so long. But mankind could 
remember what we had lost. We had an ache deep in 
our soul, a longing for the paradise in which we were 
created to live; we searched for Eden. So, we made 
our own holy place, a high place made to meet and 
commune with God to fill the void, but God knew we 
would only destroy ourselves because the Healer and 
Rescuer had not yet come and humanity was still 
twisted with sin. So, God picked a man through 
whom to begin his plan to bring us all back to Eden 
and walk in the garden-paradise alongside Him once 
again.


• We live in a world that is GOOD but has been made 
BAD


- it has been made bad because of us, not because 
of God


- So, who do we blame when things go wrong?


• God has made us to be great Priest-Kings but we 
abdicated the throne of the earth for a life of banality 
and hardship


- Simply because we did not trust God to do what 
He said. Because we want God's blessings, but on 
our own terms, not on His.


• Despite us destroying ourselves, our family, our 
neighbors, and His creation, God still loves us and is 
working out a plan to reconcile us to Himself
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